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                                   McIntosh Town Council Minutes
Civic Center
January 12, 2012
I)
The meeting was called to order with The Lord’s Prayer and pledge to the American Flag.

II)
Roll call was taken with Council President Ciotti, Council Vice-President Callahan, Council Member Kingsley, 
Council Member Roddy, Mayor McCollum, Attorney Baris, and Town Manager/Clerk Gonano present. Council 
Member Hamilton was absent.  
III) 
Consent Agenda Items:

A) Minutes of the Town Council Meeting of December 8, 2011.
B) Financial Report for December 2011.


Council Member Kingsley made a motion to accept the consent agenda.                                           

Council Member Callahan seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to accept the consent agenda.  Council Member Hamilton was absent.  
IV) 
Guests:
A) Jordan & Associates – CDBG Grant:

Ronald Vansant from Jordan & Associates was present to discuss the next step in the CDBG grant process.  Ronnie presented a list of the five eligible applicants and asked for a recommendation from the Council to approve the grant eligibility list.  No additional eligible grant application forms had been received prior to the second advertised due date (November 18, 2011.)  Thereafter, preliminary inspections would be performed on the five eligible participants to determine need for the CDBG grant funds. Ronnie asked that all the elected officials review the CDBG Housing Rehabilitation Program Conflict of Interest Waiver form, complete, and return the form to him at the end of his presentation. The elected officials verbally claimed no conflict of interest.  Council Vice-President Callahan wanted to know at what point the grant fund recipients would be notified of accepted work to be performed. Mr. Vansant answered that applicants would know at the end of the upcoming preliminary inspections, and the Council will be kept informed during the process. 

 
After passing the gavel to Vice-President Callahan, Council President Ciotti made a motion to accept the 
Jordan & Associates initial eligibility ranking of the five applicants (1) Dukett, (2) Norri, (3) Kent, (4) Elkins,  
and (5) Britton.                                           

Council Member Roddy seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to accept the eligibility ranking.  Council Member Hamilton was absent.

Ronnie Vansant suggested that their firm would again open the program to receive applications for a third time in the hopes of finding additional eligible participants. It was discussed that the two-year program stills allows plenty of additional time for applicants to submit, get approved, and have work completed prior to the due date. Ronnie estimated that ground might actually be broken on the first project in about 4-6 months.
Alan Kloes asked Ronnie about the recommendation of the CATF committee, of which he had been a member, to pursue the possibility of obtaining grant money for a sewage treatment plant. Ronnie related that the estimated cost of a sewage treatment plant for the Town of McIntosh might cost about $1 million dollars or more.  The CDBG grant fund’s maximum funding amount is $600,000; therefore, additional monies would have to be raised to fund such an infrastructure project. Ronnie suggested that such funding would be better done through USDA grants, and the Town would first need to complete the CDBG grant funding currently in process.     
V)
Citizen’s Comments:  
A) Beverly Dodder – Permission for use of right-of-ways for 2012 1890 Day Festival:

Beverly Dodder appeared before the Council to request exclusive use of the same festival area right-of-ways for the 2012 festival to be held on October 27, 2012.

Council Vice-President Callahan made a motion to allow the Friends of McIntosh use the right-of-ways for the upcoming festival.

Council Member Kingsley seconded the motion.

President Ciotti asked Beverly why the festival date was so late in October.  Beverly answered that the festival is scheduled so as not to coincide with the University of Florida’s home game football schedule.  Micanopy’s fall festival will be the week prior to the McIntosh festival, and Beverly explained that the Micanopy festival organizers had been very accommodating to the Friends with ironing out scheduling conflicts. 

Motion passed 4-0 to allow the Friends of McIntosh use the right-of-ways for the upcoming festival.  Council Member Hamilton was absent.
Beverly also indicated that the Marion County Sheriff’s Department would like permission to use the grocery store property during the festival if the building is still vacant.  There was no objection to the request.  Beverly thanked the Council for their support on behalf of the Friends of McIntosh.
B) Casey Girardin – CDBG Grant Opportunities:

Casey suggested that a flyer advertising the availability of the CDBG grant funds be distributed to the Town’s churches for distribution to church members.  Town Manager Gonano related that Jordan & Associates had previously indicated that they had made contact with the churches during last year’s 1890 Day Festival.  Casey answered that many people do not know about the availability of the grant funds.  President Ciotti related that he would personally email each church’s leadership with that information.

VI)
Citizen Board Committee Updates:
A) Centennial Committee:

President Ciotti asked Town Manager Gonano to advertise the upcoming Centennial Committee meeting which had been set for Thursday, January 26 @ 7:00 pm.  Afterwards, the Centennial Committee meetings will continue every other month.  The meetings are open to all interested participants.
VII)
Message from the Town Manager/Clerk:
A) Cross Connection and Backflow Prevention Survey Status:

Town Manager Gonano related that approximately 60% of residents had already responded to the initial mailing of the mandated cross connection survey, which was not due until January 20th. Debbie presented a letter of information request and second survey form for Council’s approval which would be mailed with the January water bills later this month to those water customers who had not yet responded. Site inspections will be scheduled for those not responding to the second request. The Council can direct the staff on procedure for planned site inspections. The completed surveys which had been received from residents had not yet been reviewed for possible cross connections.   
B) Water Operator Replacement:

Town Manager Gonano reminded the Council that an RFP advertising for a new water operator had been previously advertised by the Town and two proposals (U. S. Water and Mark’s Environmental) had been received as a result of that advertisement.  The proposals received had previously been presented to the Council at the October meeting.  Town Manager Gonano related that another incident with the current water operator, Pro Tech Water, had occurred in December further reinforcing her and Paul’s belief that the current water operator needs to be replaced.  The latest incident involved required nitrate/nitrite testing.  Pro Tech had inadvertently pulled water samples from an incorrect source in April 2011.  The Town was billed and paid for the required testing in May. However, the sample results, which were due by the end of December, had never been submitted to the DEP.  Luckily, Debbie stated that she had received a phone call from a third party advising Debbie that acceptable nitrate/nitrite testing results were still not recorded as submitted by the DEP.  Upon communication with Pro Tech, the test was completed again and acceptable test results were submitted and approved by DEP.  Debbie related her feelings that the poor judgment used by Pro Tech Water could have cost the Town thousands of dollars in penalties according to Debbie’s conversations with the DEP.  Paul and Debbie recommended that the Town should hire U. S. Water as the new water operator.  Debbie advised the Council that she had been able to negotiate U. S. Water’s proposed monthly fee at $550/month, a $100/month savings.  U. S. Water’s proposed monthly fee is $200/month higher than the current water operator, but significantly less than Two Fold Water had charged years ago.  

Council Vice-President Callahan made a motion to hire U. S. Water as the new water operator.                                           

Council Member Kingsley seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to hire U. S. Water.  Council Member Hamilton was absent.  

The Council was agreeable to allowing Debbie to replace the water operator when she saw fit.
VIII)
Message from the Mayor:
IX)
Message from the Attorney:
A) Resolution 2012-01 Signage:

The attorney read Resolution 2012-01 grandfathering in all signage in the GU zoning district.  The Council, by passage of Ordinance 2011-183 has sole jurisdiction of all signs on GU property.  President Ciotti wanted to know if all temporary signs, such as the farmer’s market signs, were to be grandfathered in, as well.  It was determined that most of those signs are probably on the State right-of-way and temporary signs would not last indefinitely.  President Ciotti was upset about the farmer’s market leaving their temporary signs out all week and indicated that he would discuss the matter with Judy Greenberg. Future unwanted signs could be removed at the Council’s discretion.     

Council Member Kingsley made a motion to accept Resolution No.: 2012-01 as read.                                           

Council Vice-President Callahan seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 3-1 by roll call to accept Resolution No.: 2012-01.  Council President Ciotti was opposed and Council Member Hamilton was absent.  

B) Amerigas Propane – Unpaid Utility Tax:

Town Manager Gonano had advised the attorney that Amerigas Propane was mandated to collect 10% utility tax starting in October 2011, and the tax due should have been remitted to the Town by November 20.  Likewise, November’s tax should have been paid by December 20.  As of this date, no utility tax had been received by the Town from the vendor. Representatives from Amerigas had promised to research the matter and report back to the attorney. Some residents expressed that they felt that they had been charged the tax by Amerigas, but it could not yet be verified. Attorney Baris will wait for a response from Amerigas.

C) Standing Public Records Request:

Attorney Baris reported that a standing public records request from a resident, Lee Deaderick, was improper.  The attorney outlined that the Town would respond to periodic requests, but we will not comply or submit to a standing public records request order.  President Ciotti thought that the emails could electronically be filed monthly in a folder, but Debbie reported that she already had them filed categorically by content.  Without knowing what future public record requests might be made, Debbie felt that any attempt to otherwise organize and file electronic records for unspecific future requests was probably a waste of effort. The minutes are available and added each month to the Town’s website.  
D) Lakefront Property Boundary Research:

The attorney wanted to know if the Council wanted to pursue his effort to define the Town’s east boundary along the lake front, per Lee Deaderick’s request a few months ago. The attorney reminded the Council that the boundary does not change with the lake level, but that some previous research had shown the boundary line at an altitude of 58’. The Council thought that it would be interesting to know the answer, but did not think the information was worth pursuing. Council Member Kingsley thought that pursuit of the matter would eventually lead to conflict for the Town.    

  X)
Unfinished Business:

  XI)
New Business:
A) Citizen Committee Terms & Appointments:


1)
Alan Kloes – Land Planning Agency/Board of Adjustment:

Council Member Kingsley made a motion to appoint Alan Kloes to the LPA/BOA.                                           

Council Member Roddy seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to appoint Alan Kloes.  Council Member Hamilton was absent.  
2) James Walkup – Land Planning Agency/Board of Adjustment:

Council Member Kingsley made a motion to appoint James Walkup to the LPA/BOA.
Council Member Roddy seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to appoint James Walkup.  Council Member Hamilton was absent.

3) Charlsie Stott – Code Board, Land Planning Agency, and Board of Adjustment:

Council Member Kingsley made a motion to appoint Charlsie Stott to the Code, LPA and BOA.
Council Member Roddy seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to appoint Charlsie Stott.  Council Member Hamilton was absent.

4) George Crawford – Code Board:

Council Member Kingsley made a motion to appoint George Crawford to the Code Board.
Council Vice-President Callahan seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to appoint George Crawford.  Council Member Hamilton was absent.

5) Danaya Wright – Code Board:

Council Vice-President Callahan made a motion to appoint Danaya Wright to the Code Board.
Council Member Roddy seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 3-1 to appoint Danaya Wright.  Council Member Kingsley was opposed and Council Member Hamilton was absent.

6) Sean Dowie – Tree Preservation Committee:

Council Member Kingsley made a motion to appoint Sean Dowie to the Tree Committee.
Council Member Roddy seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to appoint Sean Dowie.  Council Member Hamilton was absent.

7) Beverly Dodder – Historic Preservation Committee:

Council Member Kingsley made a motion to appoint Beverly Dodder to the Historic Committee.
Council Member Roddy seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to appoint Beverly Dodder.  Council Member Hamilton was absent.
XII)
Message from the Council:

A) Council President Ciotti:

President Ciotti related that the Town monthly yard sale was going smoothly and should continue as is.  Council 
Member Roddy was concerned about pedestrian traffic crossing Hwy. 441. Debbie related that she had made 
contact with FDOT regarding additional signage or other traffic calming methods.  The response from FDOT related 
that they had previously met with Council a few years ago regarding traffic through McIntosh and had done 
everything possible at that time. However, Council Member Roddy had requested a meeting to be set up for him to 
meet with FDOT officials. Council Member Roddy wanted updated traffic statistics and consideration for placing a 
pedestrian walkway across Hwy. 441. President Ciotti suggested that signage be placed indicating motorist speed.  
Council Member Roddy would discuss that possibility with FDOT officials, as well.    
B) Council Member Kingsley:



Council Member Kingsley, as the contractor, asked on behalf of the Mayor and the McIntosh Presbyterian Church for Council approval to install a metal, illuminated sign on GU-zoned property on the corner of Hwy. 441 and Avenue F on the grocery store property.  Dimensions of the proposed sign are 71/2 feet long x 6 feet wide x 4 feet high.  President Ciotti expressed concern regarding the non-historical proposed sign.  The attorney said that approval for any such sign would need to be passed by the Council in a resolution. The Council felt that the proposed sign might set a precedent for other similar non-historical signs.  The item will be placed on next month’s agenda.
 


Meeting Adjourned,

Debbie Gonano
Town Manager/Clerk
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