McIntosh Town Council Minutes

Community Center

October 11, 2007

(Followed Rezoning Public Hearing starting at 7:00 pm)

I) The  Lord’s   Prayer  and  pledge  to  the  American  Flag  were waived, as they were recited at the

               public hearing earlier, which had started at 7:00 pm.

II)
Roll call was taken at the Public Hearing starting at 7:00 pm; this it was not repeated.  However Council Vice-President Walkup, Council Member Deaderick, Council Member Smith, Council Member Callahan, Attorney Walker, Attorney Bledsoe, and Town Clerk Miller were present.   President Ciotti and Mayor Strange (due to illness) were absent.

III)         Consent Agenda Items:

A) Minutes of the Town Council Workshop of September 13, 2007, Town Council Public Hearing of  September 13, 2007, Town Council Meeting of September 13, 2007, and Final Budget Public Hearing of September 27, 2007 were presented.  

B) Financial Report for September 2007 was presented.

C) McIntosh Area School – Permission to park cars for the 1890’s Festival

Council Member Deaderick made the motion to accept the consent agenda items as presented.                                           

Council Member Callahan seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to accept the consent agenda items as presented.  President Ciotti was absent.  

IV)
Guests: 
V)
Citizen Board Committee Updates:

A) Historic Preservation Committee: 

Committee Chairperson June Glass stated that the Historic Committee had approved two applications:  Spencer Clark – reroof over front porch and Suzanne Kent – removal of a shed and installation of a greenhouse.

B) Tree Preservation Committee:

Council Member Deaderick reported that he had attended a tree committee meeting to help work on the tree ordinance and that the ordinance is progressing.  Town Clerk Miller related that she had talked to Phil Howell, who was willing to offer his services in helping to rewrite the tree ordinance, if needed.   Council Member Deaderick also reported that Homeowner Gallagher had submitted a tree permit, and the permit had been approved.  

VI)
Message from the Clerk:

A) Special Election – Tuesday, November 6, 2007 and Sample Ballots:

Town Clerk Miller related that she had been in contact with the Supervisor of Elections office and there was a cost-effective option to mail out the sample ballots for the mayoral election vs. publishing the ballot in the Ocala Star Banner.  The Supervisor of Elections office would provide the mailing labels at a modest cost to the Town.   It was felt that a direct mailing and a public posting would probably reach more residents than publishing in the Star Banner.   Attorney Walker was hesitant about reaching all residents with a direct mailing, but eventually supported the effort if that method had been approved by the Supervisor of Elections office. 

B) McIntosh Area School – Reimbursement towards upcoming maintenance:

Town Clerk Miller related that Henry Nelson and the McIntosh Area School had offered a contribution in the amount of $1,000 to the Town as reimbursement of upcoming repairs and maintenance planned for the school/clinic building.  Attorney Walker stated that the check could be deposited with Council approval.  Miller also related that the upcoming repairs to the building might have to include re-roofing, as well as the planned fascia replacement and painting.  

Council Member Deaderick made a motion to accept the contribution from the McIntosh Area School for future use towards reimbursement of repairs and maintenance for the school/clinic building.

Council Member Callahan seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  President Ciotti was absent.

C) Yard Debris – Pickup Day changed to Thursdays:

Town Clerk Miller stated that in an effort to lessen complaints regarding Town yard debris pickup by Waste Management, she had arranged to have the trash pickup crew used on Mondays to also pickup yard debris on Thursdays.  This Waste Management crew has been familiar with the Town for several years and it was thought that they would be more conscious than the current crew. 

VII)
 Message from the Mayor:

VIII)
Message from the Attorney:

A) Senior Homestead Exemption Ordinance No.:  2007-162 – Final Reading:

Attorney Walker presented the final reading of Ordinance No.:  2007-162 by title only.  Council Member Deaderick asked regarding the number of residents benefiting from this Ordinance, if any.  Town Clerk Miller was asked to check with the Property Appraiser’s Office to determine if any Town residents qualify for the extra exemption and establish a program to inform any residents who might qualify, that the exemption is available.  

Council Member Deaderick made a motion to accept the final reading of the Senior Homestead Exemption Ordinance No.:  2007-162.

Council Member Callahan seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  President Ciotti was absent.

B) Water Ordinance No.:  2007-165 – First Reading:

Attorney Walker read Ordinance No.:  2007-165 by title only.  Attorney Walker entered a couple ministerial changes into the ordinance prior to discussion that will be entered into the ordinance prior to final reading.  The Town Council again discussed rates for garbage related to Homeowners McCollum and Stott, and it was decided to change a previous decision and charge these homeowners garbage (as well as one base rate for each water) for each unit located on their respective properties.   Council Member Deaderick questioned if the mobile home parks should receive a discount, as they maintained all their internal piping from the meter throughout their properties.  As each unit does not have a separate water meter, it was decided that the policy would remain the same.  Council Member Deaderick asked if the $400 hookup fee charged by the Town entitled the homeowner to ownership of the meter, and he was told that this was not true.   Casey Girardin stated that she had 42 permanent units currently located at Sportsman’s Cove (49 total lots with seven vacant), and the Town billing will be changed to reflect that number.        

Council Member Deaderick made a motion to accept the first reading of Water Ordinance No.:  2007-165 subject to the changes discussed.

Council Member Callahan seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  President Ciotti was absent.

C) Leytem Case:

Attorney Walker stated that a hearing is scheduled on the Leytem case on November 7, 2007.  A motion would need to be filed to keep the case active.  Vice-President Walkup felt that a motion should be filed to keep the case active.

Council Member Deaderick made a motion that we do nothing; thus letting the case lapse with the understanding that’s what will happen.

The motion died for a second.

Vice-President Walkup made a motion that we file the necessary paperwork to let the case proceed and Attorney Walker be instructed to go forward with the case.

Council Member Smith seconded the motion.

Homeowner Jim Walkup stated that this matter should not be discussed without affected Homeowners Paul and Tina Brewer present.  Homeowner Walkup related the history of the current situation:  tree removal despite action taken to stop the removal, zoning discrepancies (commercial use in a residential area), drainage issues, as well as issues dealing with the water flow in the creek.  The Code Enforcement Board issued a ‘Stop Work Order’ and imposed a $250/day fine, which has not been paid to date.  Council Member Deaderick questioned which matters regarding the Leytem affairs were still outstanding in the court system.  Attorney Walker related that the Town Council had mediated all issues other than the drainage issues.  This surprised the current council, as they were of the impression that all issues were still being pursued.  Attorney Walker will research his records regarding the outstanding issues and the Town will reschedule a future date for discussion to continue when all interested parties can be present at the meeting.       

Motion passed and carried 3-1.  Council Member Deaderick was opposed and President Ciotti was absent.

Council Member Deaderick questioned Attorney Walker regarding the short notice from his office to the Town regarding this matter; thereby not enabling the Town to properly inform interested parties of this discussion.  The anticipated cost of future action was again discussed.   A future meeting would be scheduled to discuss the options.

IX)
Old Business:

A) Repeal of Ordinance 2006-150 Fire & Emergency MSTU (renewing annually):

Attorney Walker stated that there were actually two ordinances:  2006-149, as well as 2006-150 affecting the MSTU discussion.  Council Member Deaderick suggested that Town Clerk Miller have the fire chief or another representative from fire rescue attend the next meeting to answer questions regarding these ordinances.

Council Member Deaderick made a motion to table the discussion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  President Ciotti was absent.

        B)   Resolution No.:  2007-09 Site Plan Fees (Repealing Resolution No.:  2006-03):
Attorney Walker presented Site Plan Fee Resolution No. 2007-09 prepared by Town Clerk Miller, who had consulted with Phil Howell regarding this resolution.  Town Clerk Miller was instructed to make one change:  ‘additional impervious surface not exceeding 100 sq. ft.’ – delete the word ‘not.’  This change was made.

Council Member Deaderick made a motion to accept Site Plan Fee Resolution No.:  2007-09.  Member Callahan seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  President Ciotti was absent.

        C)   Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council Contract Renewal:

Discussion ensued regarding the proposed WRPC contract renewal, for which only services actually used would be paid.   

Council Member Callahan made a motion to accept the WRPC renewal contract.

Council Member Deaderick seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  President Ciotti was absent.

X)
New Business:
A) Yearly Anniversary Date and Salary Increase – Town Clerk Miller:

Council Member Deaderick asked regarding a review process and if a process existed.  Council Member Callahan stated that no process existed, but one should be implemented prior to the next performance review.  

Council Member Callahan made a motion to increase Town Clerk Miller from $30,000 - $36,000 annually.

Council Member Deaderick seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  President Ciotti was absent.

Town Clerk Miller thanked the Council and the Town for the pay increase.

B) Terry Westergard – Letter requesting replacement of survey marker (lost with tree removal):

Vice-President Walkup explained that a survey marker for Mr. Westergard had been inadvertently removed while removing a dead tree partially located on Town easement.  The surveyor will charge $200 to replace the monument, and Mr. Westergard wrote a letter to the Council asking for the Town to pay the fee, as he has the property for sale.  It was generally felt that most financial institutions would require a new survey prior to approving a borrower for a mortgage.  The Council discussed the situation and decided that upon Westergard selling the property, if the missing marker presented a problem, he could bring the matter back up before the Council. 

Council Member Deaderick made a motion to instruct Town Clerk Miller to draft a letter Terry Westergard stating that the Town Council doesn’t see the necessity of replacing the monument as the removal was unintentional, and if this presents a problem in the future, he should come back before the Council for further discussion.

Council Vice-President Walkup seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  President Ciotti was absent.

XI)
Message from the Council:
A) Council Member Deaderick:

1) Council Member Deaderick asked Town Clerk Miller regarding any further information about the Blue Star Monument, and there was no additional information available.

2)
Council Member Deaderick asked regarding Attorney Walker’s invoice including an item indicated as ‘Strand vs. Escambia County.’  Attorney Bledsoe indicated that a resident had asked him about this case and its relativity to the Town of McIntosh.   The Council reminded the attorneys that only the Council, Mayor, and Town Clerk had the authority to authorize charges against the Town.  Attorney Walker was asked to pre-check all bills prior to issue to the Town.  

B) Council Member Callahan:

1) Council Member Callahan asked regarding Muni-Code progress and was told by Town Clerk Miller that she had received a ‘Disposition List’ from Muni-Code and work was progressing.

2) Council Member Callahan documented lime deposits coming from her hot water heater.  Council Member Walkup recommended installing a home water softener unit.  Vice-President Walkup stated that it would be prohibitively expensive to install a water softener unit at the well house.

XII) 
Citizen’s Comments:
Meeting Adjourned,

Deborah A. Miller

Town Clerk
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