McIntosh Town Council Minutes

Community Center

November 8, 2007   7:00 pm

I) The meeting was called to order with the Lord’s Prayer and pledge to the American Flag.

II)
Roll call was taken with Council President Ciotti, Council Vice-President Walkup, Council Member Deaderick, Council Member Smith, Attorney Walker, Attorney Bledsoe, Mayor Strange, and Town Clerk Miller present.   Council Member Callahan was absent.

III)         Consent Agenda Items:

A) Minutes of the Town Council Meeting of October 11, 2007were presented.  

Council Member Deaderick made the motion to accept the minutes of the Town Council Meeting of October 11, 2007 as presented.                                           

Council Vice-President Walkup seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to accept the minutes as presented.  Council Member Callahan was absent. 

IV) Swearing In ceremony of new council members and mayor:

Town Clerk Miller swore in new Council Members Lee Deaderick, Thurman Kingsley, and Willie Hamilton, along with newly elected Mayor Cary McCollum.  The newly sworn in officials were congratulated by all and took their seats at the council table. 

V) Outgoing officials recognition ceremony:

Long-serving outgoing officials Eunice Smith, Marsha Strange, and Howard Walkup were appreciatively recognized for their outstanding service to the town.   Eunice Smith had served a total of 28 years between her position as town clerk and council member, Marsha Strange had served a total of 26 years between being elected as the first woman mayor of McIntosh and serving on town council, and Howard Walkup served 19 years on town council, not including an undetermined amount of time served in the 1950’s. 

VI) Organizational meeting by new Council Members:

An annual organizational meeting was held to elect the President and Vice-President of the council.  

Council Member Kingsley made a motion to elect Frank Ciotti as Council President.                                           

Council Member Hamilton seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to retain Frank Ciotti as President.  Council Member Callahan was absent.  

Council Member Kingsley made a motion to elect Lee Deaderick as Council Vice-President.                                           

Council Member Hamilton seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to elect Lee Deaderick as Council Vice-President.  Council Member Callahan was absent.  

VII)
Financial Report:

B) Financial Report for September 2007 was presented.

Council Vice-President Deaderick made the motion to accept the financial report as presented.                                           

Council Member Kingsley seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0 to accept the financial report as presented.  Council Member Callahan was absent.  

VIII)
Guests: 
A) Lt. Trish King, Marion County Fire Rescue – Pre-Fire Planning and Public Safety:

Lt. Trish King presented details of a new pilot program being offered by Marion County Fire Rescue concerning voluntary participation in a pre-fire planning program.  Lt. King discussed details of “balloon-frame” construction, which is a method of construction used in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s and present in the Town of McIntosh.  This type of construction is particularly susceptible to devastating fire damage.  It was discussed that other homes with unique floor plans, security systems, and other factors that might hinder the fire department should consider participating in the program.  Lt. King asked Town Clerk Miller to be available to pass on information to any Town residents who might be interested in participating in the program.  Public Education Specialist, Peveeta Persaud, also presented information about a no-cost smoke detector installation program, which is funded by illegal burn citation fines.  Other MSTU related items would be addressed at next month’s council meeting by Chief Stuart McElhaney.  

IX)
Citizen Board Committee Updates:

 X)
Message from the Clerk:

A) Auditor Selection Process:

Town Clerk Miller related that the auditor selection process advertising was complete, and we are awaiting responses from interested CPA firms.  Firms have until November 19 to respond.  Thus far, Powell & Jones was the only firm that has submitted information.

B) Sample Ballot Mailout Feedback:

Town Clerk Miller related that she had completed mailing out the sample ballots for the cost-saving price of basically postage only (not including her labor).   She asked regarding any negative or positive feedback regarding this method.   No negative feedback was recognized, only positive feedback for the money-saving plan.

C) Road Paving Maintenance & Repair Project – ASAP Asphalt Sealing & Paving:

Town Clerk Miller updated the residents regarding the status of the paving program.  Homeowner Marsha Strange asked regarding an additional area on Avenue H in front of the Wright residence concerning root damage to the road surface, which had been previously unidentified in the approved scope of work.  The paving company wants an additional $1,600 to repair the area in question.

Council Member Kingsley made a motion to allocate $1,600 to repair the area in question.

Council Member Hamilton seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  Council Member Callahan was absent.

D) Municode Status:

Town Clerk Miller presented a status update on the municode codification process.  Town Clerk Miller worked on the “Disposition List” provided to her from the Municipal Code Corporation and identified items she believed were not in agreement with town records.   Council Vice-President Deaderick questioned the number of discrepancies indicated by Town Clerk Miller compared to the information provided by Municipal Code Corporation.  He felt that the town had not received its $9,000 worth of attention to this matter by the company.  Town Clerk Miller will present information compiled by her to the municode company, resolve conflicts, and report back to the Council.  

E) Utility Service Company – Water Tank Maintenance Contract:

Town Clerk Miller presented a copy of the existing Utility Service Company water tank maintenance contract for council’s review.

F) Blue Star Memorial:

Town Clerk Miller presented a letter from Judy Greenberg relating the status of the Blue Star Memorial highway marker.  Hopefully installation will be complete in the near future.

XI)
 Message from the Mayor:

A) Mayor McCollum brought several issues to the council.  He felt the 1992 town-owned Ford truck should be replaced by a new energy efficient vehicle.  

B) The older town-owned lawn mower needs replacement.  John Deere was the preferable brand of lawn mower replacement discussed. Council Vice-President Deaderick asked the Mayor to research the cost of a lawn mower replacement.  

C) Mayor McCollum also addressed the issue of relocating the town office.  The house next to the Presbyterian Church is available for rent.  Additionally, the house next to the current town office located at 5959 Avenue G is also for sale (maybe with a contract pending).  The current office rent was negotiated down from $700/month earlier in the year to the current $650/month.  A workshop for the purposes of relocating the town office will be scheduled.   

XII)
Message from the Attorney:

A) Water Ordinance No.:  2007-165 – Final Reading:

Attorney Bledsoe read Ordinance No.:  2007-165 by title only.  
Council Member Kingsley made a motion to accept the final reading of Water Ordinance No.:  2007-165 as presented.

Council Vice-President Deaderick seconded the motion.
 Council Vice-President Deaderick again questioned if the mobile home parks should receive a      discount, as they maintained all their internal piping from the meter throughout their properties.   Mayor McCollum felt that people were living on low fixed incomes in the trailer parks, and should be charged less accordingly.  Council Vice-President Deaderick felt that there should be a different tiered-rate schedule for commercial properties.  Discussion ensued whereby the utility user would be charged according to the size of the installed meter.           

Council Vice-President Deaderick made a motion to table the discussion until the December meeting.

Attorney Walker stated that Ordinance No.: 2007-165 would not need to be advertised again for a final reading in the event the ordinance was tabled.

Council was in acclamation to the motion of tabling the discussion.

B) Senior Homestead Exemption Ordinance No.:  2007-162 Ministerial Changes:

Town Clerk Miller had been asked to check with the Property Appraiser’s Office to determine if any Town residents qualify for the extra exemption and establish a program to inform any residents who might qualify, that the exemption is available.  Town Clerk Miller related that there were town residents (about 4 or 5 property owners) who currently qualified for the added exemption.  While compiling information from the Property Appraiser’s office to relate to the residents, the town clerk identified a problem in the ordinance pertaining to the maximum adjusted income limitation amount stated in the ordinance.  According to Property Appraiser’s office, the maximum income should be $24,214, not the stated $20,000.  Attorney Walker disagreed with the Property Appraiser’s position on the matter.  (Later Attorney Bledsoe followed up with the Property Appraiser’s office, and it was determined that the $20,000, with cost of living increases, figure was acceptable.)  It was pointed out that the $25,000 added exemption applied only to the Town of McIntosh tax rate ($25,000 x .8681 mills = $21.70 per applicant.)   The Council was disappointed, as they felt that the extra exemption had applied to countywide taxes.   It was determined that the amount it cost the Town to pass the ordinance would never be recouped by the qualifying applicants.

C) Repeal Resolution No.: 92-4 Fire Chief Duties:

Mayor McCollum was in favor of forming a McIntosh volunteer fire department and felt that the resolution should stay in effect.  It was discussed that the resolution was outdated, and if a new resolution is needed, it would be rewritten, as there is no advertising costs to pass a resolution.

Council Member Hamilton made a motion to repeal Resolution 92-4 pertaining to Fire Chief Duties.

Council Member Kingsley seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 3-1. Council President Ciotti was opposed and Council Member Callahan was absent.

      D)
Repeal Resolution No.: 94-5 Occupational Licenses:

Council Vice-President Deaderick made a motion to repeal Resolution 94-5 pertaining to Occupational Licenses.

Council Member Kingsley seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  Council Member Callahan was absent.
XIII)
Old Business:

A) Clinic/School Repairs and Maintenance Estimates:

Town Clerk Miller presented three proposals for roofing estimates (25 year, 3 tab shingles) for the school/clinic building:  Bowles Roofing at $7,575, Scott Smith Roofing at $11,100, and Savage & Sons Roofing at $10,790.  Other considerations in cost must be taken into account concerning the manufacturer of the tile, inclusion/deletion of flat roof portion of the attached building, and replacement of rotten fascia.  

Council Vice-President Deaderick made a motion to empower Town Clerk Miller to spend up to $12,000 on roof replacement.

Council Member Kingsley seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  Council Member Callahan was absent.

Town Clerk Miller presented three proposals for tree trimming estimates from:  Evergreen Tree Experts at $900, Ray Graham Tree Service at $1,000, and Structural Remediation at $2,400.   Council Vice-President Deaderick asked Town Clerk Miller to complete a tree permit for the Tree 

Preservation Committee.  

Council Vice-President Deaderick made a motion to empower Town Clerk Miller to spend up to $1,000 on tree trimming.

Council Member Kingsley seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 4-0.  Council Member Callahan was absent.

The Council asked Historic Preservation Committee Chairperson June Glass to work with Town Clerk Miller to choose an appropriate color to paint the clinic/school building.  There would be no further approval as to color needed from the Town Council. 

XIV)
New Business:
A) Public Information Policy Guidelines:

In response to a request made by Vice-President Deaderick, Town Clerk Miller presented a Public Information Policy Guideline document modeled from information obtained by her from the First Amendment Foundation.   The discussion on this matter will be tabled until the next meeting, allowing the Council time to review the information presented.

B) Citizen Committee Term Expirations:

Town Clerk Miller presented a schedule of Committee Terms & Appointments and upcoming expiration dates.  The Clerk was directed to send letters to all expiring committee members (Harris Fellman, Georgia Farmer, Chris Rath, Tammy Flagg, Dennis Gallagher, Joe Shea, Randy Brown, and Jill Allen) and request that the current members complete a Nomination for Appointment to Citizen Boards application form.  The Council also directed the Clerk to place announcements on the bulletin boards regarding the upcoming vacancies so that any town residents who might be interested could apply.   
XV)
Message from the Council:
A) Council President Ciotti:

Leytem Case:

Council President Ciotti thanked Attorney Bledsoe for writing a letter instructing the courts that the matter regarding Dr. Leytem is still active.  It is President Ciotti’s intention to place the Leytem matter on the agenda for the next meeting; thereby notifying all concerned parties to attend.  Council Vice-President Deaderick expressed confusion about why outside parties were to be consulted, when it’s the Town of McIntosh who has a lawsuit against Dr. Leytem.  Again, Attorney Walker related details of the Leytem matter regarding drainage issues.  Again, Vice-President Deaderick related that there was more at question than drainage, including tree removal, code violations, zoning issues, etc.  Mayor McCollum made a plea to the new council to settle the issue, as it has been ongoing for eight years.  Council Member Kingsley felt that drainage issues should be corrected for the Brewers, the Leytem matter should be dropped, and a proper code enforcement system set in place to prevent future violations.  

B) Council Vice-President Deaderick:

1)   Council  Vice-President  Deaderick  related  that  the town was starting to get information

      from the  Sheriff’s Department  regarding speeding vehicles in the town.  The information

      will be studied and necessary action taken once review has been completed.

2)
Council Vice-President Deaderick asked regarding Attorney Walker’s method of reading proposed ordinances and resolutions by title and if the proposed ordinances must be read by the attorney, or if a Council Member could propose the ordinance/resolution.  Attorney Walker responded that a title must be read whereby intentions of the ordinance are related in the title itself and that the attorney need not read a title.  Council Vice-President Deaderick proposed that attorney presence at meetings not be automatic, but by invitation only when needed.  Attorney Walker agreed that he did not need to be present at every meeting.

XVI) 
Citizen’s Comments:
Meeting Adjourned,

Deborah A. Miller

Town Clerk
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