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                                   McIntosh Town Council Minutes
Civic Center
November 10, 2011  

I)
The meeting was called to order with The Lord’s Prayer and pledge to the American Flag.

II)
Roll call was taken with Council President Ciotti, Council Vice-President Deaderick, Council Member Callahan, 
Council Member Kingsley, Council Member Hamilton, Mayor McCollum, Attorney Baris, and Town Manager/Clerk 
Gonano present.  
III) 
Consent Agenda Items:

A) Minutes of the Town Council Meeting of October 13, 2011.
B) Financial Report for October 2011.


Council Member Callahan made a motion to accept the consent agenda.                                           

Council Member Kingsley seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 5-0 to accept the consent agenda.  
IV)
 Yearly Organizational Meeting:

        A)
President Ciotti quickly detailed outgoing Council Member Lee Deaderick’s service dates and personally thanked him 
for his service.  President Ciotti related that Lee Deaderick had been appointed to office and also served two 
terms without opposition since August 2006.      
        B)
Oath of office was administered per Section 3.16 of the Town Charter by Town Manager/Clerk Gonano to incoming 
elected officials:  Thurman Kingsley, Willie Hamilton, Marshall Roddy, and Cary McCollum.  Congratulations were 
offered to the newly elected officials.
       C)
Per Section 3.04(1) of the Town Charter, a yearly organizational meeting was held to establish the positions of Council President and Vice-President for the next year.

Council Member Callahan made a motion to retain Frank Ciotti as President of the Council.                                           

Council Member Roddy seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 5-0 to retain Frank Ciotti as President.  

Council President Ciotti made a motion to elect Eva Jo Callahan as Vice-President of the Council.                                           

Council Member Roddy seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 5-0 to elect Eva Jo Callahan as Vice-President.  

V) 
Guests:
A) Jordan & Associates:

Blount Armstrong, Susan Armstrong, and Ronnie Vansant from Jordan & Associates were present to relay information on the CDBG Housing and Rehabilitation Grant status.  Ronnie Vansant, Project Manager, detailed that he had reviewed all five applications which were submitted to receive grant awards.  Applications had been received from Suzette Dukett, Norri Kimmo, Suzanne Kent, Arthur Elkins, and Lora Britton.  Ronnie reported that all five applicants were eligible for funding.  The application deadline has been extended until November 18th; however, the applications already received would receive priority status.  Ronnie Vansant recommended that the Town Council waive the current HAP requirement to have the CATF committee first review the applications received in favor of allowing the Council to review and make all recommendations.  The attorney deferred to the grant writer’s recommendation. 

Council Member Callahan made a motion to wave the requirement for the CATF members to hold a meeting and approve the eligible applicants.                                           

Council Member Hamilton seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 5-0 to waive the CATF applicant recommendation meeting.  
B) Warren Yeager of Preble-Rish, Inc.:
Warren Yeager from Preble-Rish, an engineering firm provided information about their company.  The company has grown from 3 people in 1991 to almost 90 employees.  The engineering firm caters to small municipalities, counties, and small utility companies in north Florida and south Alabama.  Mr. Phillip Jones, owner Preble-Rish, stated that the company specializes in water/waste water treatment plants and is adept at finding available grant money.  Mr. Jones presented an extensive list of clientele.  President Ciotti asked about new Florida statutes dealing with septic system issues, and Mr. Yeager answered that the legislation is ongoing.  Resident Deaderick asked regarding the firm’s drinking water experience and was answered that funding is usually more readily available for systems with documented violations.  Deaderick answered that those violations could be caused fairly easily.  Mr. Yeager stated that Preble-Rish would be glad to respond to any RFP that the Town might generate.        
C) Steve Race produced an audio recorder to tape the meeting.  Steve Race asked the Council for an estimate of the number of public information requests the Town has received this year.  President Ciotti answered that none that he was aware of.  Next Mr. Race asked if the Town had ever received a public information request, to which President Ciotti responded “yes.”  Mr. Race detailed that he had made a public records request, and he wanted to know if any prior public information request had been forwarded to the attorney.  Steve Race asked if the Town reimbursed its employees for their cell phone use, and President Ciotti, Vice-President Callahan, and Council Member Kingsley responded “no.”   Steve Race wanted to know when the policy had changed, and Council Member Kingsley responded that it hadn’t changed, but that the employees had received a pay increase ($20/month) to compensate them for making themselves available. President Ciotti and Vice-President Callahan agreed that the raise was to compensate the employees for being “on call.”  Attorney Baris agreed that the employees were receiving compensation, but that no cell phone invoices are submitted to the Town for cell phone expense reimbursement.  Town Manager Gonano corrected Mr. Race’s accusation that she had told him in a phone conversation that the employees were receiving cell phone reimbursement.  The Town Manager had told Steve that the Council had given the employees ‘something,’ and upon further investigation she found that the Council made a motion to give the Town employees a $20/month raise in pay to compensate their availability by cell phone during non-business hours.  President Ciotti expressed his opinion that the Town has nothing to hide, but felt that Mr. Race was being manipulative.  Again, Mr. Race wanted to know why his public information request had been sent to the attorney, to which Mr. Baris responded that he couldn’t speculate why.  Mr. Race accused Attorney Baris of charging the Town $300 to answer his public information request, but Attorney Baris disagreed.  Council Member Roddy wanted to know what Mr. Race’s motivation was for the public records request, but Mr. Race answered that he didn’t have to give an answer.  Council Member Roddy agreed that it was his right to make the request, and President Ciotti stated that the public information request copies were being made available tonight.  Attorney Baris clarified that the request was 95% complete and would be totally fulfilled by next week.  The invoice for work completed thus far was $184.45 (1,071 pages at .15/one-sided copies and .20/two-sided copies). A clerical time charge, although permissible, had not been charged for Mr. Race’s public information request.  Mr. Race had “lost track of where he was at,” but stated that he would finish his comments next month.       
V)
Citizen’s Comments:  
A) Suzette Dukett – water drainage issues:

Suzette asked Council Member Kingsley to respond to her water issues based on his visits to her site.  Council Member Kingsley related he felt that the water accumulating was from Avenue G and Van Horn’s Antique shop building and property.  Council Member Kingsley stated that he felt that the drainage water did not sit long, but left trash behind when it dissipated.  Council Member Kingsley felt that the situation might be helped somewhat by installing a swale on the south side of Avenue G.  Ms. Dukett felt that the water was coming from Avenue F.  President Ciotti suggested installing a ditch on the south side of Avenue F in front of Suzette’s house.  Ms. Dukett was not in favor of installing a retention pond, which she felt would breed mosquitoes.  Casey Girardin stated that if the Town could find the funds to purchase the grocery store and MHP, Casey suggested that the Town should purchase the vacant lot which was for sale and make a drainage retention pond at that site for the benefit of the Town’s people.  Ms. Dukett reminded the Council that 3rd Street needs repaving.   

B) Lee Deaderick:

1) Resident Deaderick thanked the Council for allowing the youth group to park cars during the 1890 Day Festival and asked to have the Council consider allowing the youth group to park cars again at next year’s festival.

2) Deaderick asked if it would be possible to burn a public information email request to a disk.  Deaderick stated that he would have expected an electronic copy of the information requested, not printed pages.
       C)
President Ciotti thanked Beverly Dodder, who was present, for the 1890 Day Festival.  President Ciotti related that he 
had received a lot of positive comments regarding this year’s festival.  Everyone was in agreement.

VI)
Citizen Board Committee Updates:
A) Tree Preservation Committee:

Sean Dowie was present and related that he was in the process of having the tree behind Debby Oliver’s house inspected, which was mentioned by Casey Girardin at last month’s meeting.  Sean related that a representative from the Department of Forestry was coming next week to inspect the huge oak tree.  Sean also related that he was researching the possibility of obtaining trees to be planted for the centennial celebration.   
VII)
Message from the Town Manager/Clerk:
A) Happy Veterans Day:


With tomorrow being Veterans Day, Town Manager/Clerk Gonano wished all veterans in Town a Happy Veterans 
Day and appreciation for serving their country.  Veterans present and recognized were Council Member Kingsley, 
Council Member Hamilton, Mayor McCollum, Jim Banta, and David Gonano.
VIII)
Message from the Mayor:
IX)
Message from the Attorney:
A) First Reading – Ordinance No.: 2011-181HC Permitted Uses:


Attorney Baris performed the first reading of the title only of Ordinance No.: 2011-181amending uses and accessory 
uses in the HC zoning district.  Alan Kloes detailed the LPA’s involvement in the Council’s request.  

Council Member Hamilton made a motion to accept the first reading of Ordinance No.: 2011-181 as read.                                           

Council Member Kingsley seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 5-0 by roll call to accept the first reading of Ordinance No.: 2011-181.  

B) First Reading – Ordinance No.: 2011-183 Signs:

Attorney Baris performed the first reading of the title only of Ordinance No.: 2011-183 regarding signs.

Council Member Callahan made a motion to accept the first reading of Ordinance No.: 2011-183 as read.                                           

Council Member Kingsley seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 5-0 by roll call to accept the first reading of Ordinance No.: 2011-183.   
C) Our Village Market Lease (Farmer’s Market):


The attorney presented the amended farmer’s market lease.  President Ciotti asked Judy Greenberg about the 
possibility of the farmer’s market relocation to the McIntosh Wayside Park (MHP).  Judy reported that the farmer’s 
market board had investigated the possibility, but some work would need to be done to the site prior to any relocation 
there.  Additionally, Judy related that the traffic speed through Town would need to be addressed.  The vacant 
grocery store was discussed as a future site, as well.  Judy reported that the market’s customers are primarily 
commuters traveling through Town, not Town residents.  Judy advised that parking might be a concern.  The 
attorney reported that the lease has a 30-day cancellation clause.

Council Member Hamilton made a motion to accept the farmer’s market lease.                                           

Council Member Callahan seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 5-0 to accept the farmer’s market lease.  

Judy Greenberg reported that the farmer’s market was having a celebration at the next day’s event to celebrate veterans.

D) Fees for public information requests:


The attorney reported to Steve Race that Florida Statutes 119.07(4)(d) allows the Town to charge for clerical time 
spent in fulfilling a public information request.  Attorney Baris addressed allegations made by Steve Race 
regarding 
his billing to the Town.

  X)
Unfinished Business:

A) Cross Connection and Backflow Prevention:

President Ciotti was in the process of investigating the means by which other municipalities handle the cross connection and backflow prevention costs and suggested tabling the discussion.  However, President Ciotti was in favor of sending out the Cross Connection and Survey Form which had been prepared by Town Manager/Clerk Gonano.  Town Manager/Clerk Gonano reported that she had spoken to Manny Cordona, DEP Cross Connection specialist, per President Ciotti’s instruction.  Debbie reported that Manny Cordona suggested that it was up to the Town to determine any hazards or potential hazards which might affect the Town’s municipal water supply.  Water customers presenting a hazard to the Town’s water supply would be required to install a backflow prevention device.  To clarify, the Town Manager reported that the training for Town employees suggested at a past meeting would certify the Town’s maintenance crew for backflow device testing only, not device installation.  A licensed, certified plumber would be required to install the devices.


Council Member Hamilton made a motion to send out the cross connection 
survey form.                                           

Council Member Roddy seconded the motion.

Motion passed and carried 5-0 to send out the cross connection survey form.
The mayor thought there could be a problem with renters answering the survey form.
B) RFP Certified Water Operator:


President Ciotti asked if Paul had met with the potential water operators.  Debbie reported that Paul had met with the 
interested water operators, but she asked if a decision could be tabled until the next meeting.  The Town Manager 
wanted additional time to study the responses prior to making a recommendation to the Council.

  XI)
New Business:
A) McIntosh/Marion County Code Enforcement – Possible ILA:


President Ciotti reported that he had made an attempt to contact officials at Marion County, but did not have 
information to report as of yet.  
XII)
Message from the Council:

A) Council Member Roddy:


Council Member Roddy thanked everyone for his election to Council, and he expressed his hope to do a good job.

Meeting Adjourned,

Town Manager/Clerk
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