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historic Town of McIntosh Historic District

and/or common y/a

2. I.'o'c'a'tio'n T

street & number (See Contlnuatlon sheet) . N/A _ not for publlcation o

city, town McInto sh N,[A_ vncmlty of .
state - Florida- code 12 ' county Marlon - T . code (83
- - - . - - .
3. Classification o
Category . Ownership ' Status C ' ... Present Use
¥ district —_public . _ X occupied -~ = _X_agriculture . museum
____building(s) —_private .. unoccupled —x_ commercial _%._. park
____structure  __2 both - *___workinprogress - ___ educational —x__ private residence -
—— site Public Acquisltlon Accessible . entertalnment _x ‘religious
—_cbject __.Inprocess __x yes: restricted ___ government ___ sclentifle -
_ being considered -~ ___ yes: unreslricted " Industrial : —__transportation
N/A . no — military . wm— Other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple {owner notification by newspaper advertlsement)

street & number N/A

city, town  MeTntosh Mﬂcinily of ’ state  y..ida

5, Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Marion County cQﬁrthouse
street & number 110 N.W. 2nd Avenue
clty, town Ocala . ’ state Florida

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Withlacoochee Planning Council

title o vey has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X no
date 1981 ___tederal X state ____county __ local
depository for survey records i uicion of Archives, History and Records Management

city,town Tallahassee state Florida
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o Rough Boundary:

Bouncled by Avenue C and D on the north, 2nd Street and the railrocad right-of-way
on the east, Avenue H on the south, and 10th Street on the west. All or part of
thirty-seven city blocks in the Town of McIntosh, Florida.

North-South Streets
‘ 6th Street:
T 7th Street
o 8th Street:
9th Street:

10th Street

East-West Avenues

Avenue
Avenue
Avenue
Avenue
Avenue
Avenue

T aTmm o0




7. Description

Corndition Check one Check one

____ excellent —— deteriorated ____ unaliered X __ original site
-X_ good ——ruins _X altered - - moved date
— fair —— unexposed '

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance .

McIntosh is located in North Central Florida, near Orange Lake, approximately
fourteen miles south of Gainesville. The McIntosh Historic District contains the area
associated with the concentrated development of the town during the period from the
mid-1880s until approximately 1930. It encompasses thirty-eight blocks, covering _
hinety-four acres. A variety of historic properties are located within the district,
including buildings used for commerce and transportation, private residences, churches
and packing houses associated with citrus cultivation and procéssing.. Most buildings
date from the late nineteenth and twéntieth centuriies, are wood frame and rise one,
one-and-a-half or two stories in height. The predominant architectural style of the
district is frame vernacular although_the influence of the Gothic Revival, Queen Anne
and Bungalow styles is evident. 'The physical appearance of McIntosh has changed little
since the 1930s. As a result, the majority of the buildings in the McIntosh Historic
District retain the integrity of their overall design and their individual architectural
features. "

The McIntosh Historic District includes much of the residential and commercial
areas of the original town plan drawn ‘in 1885 and replatted in 1888. 1t extends west
from 4th Street as far as 10th Street and from Avenue H on the south to Avenue D on
the north. It comprises a majority of the present town of McIntosh.

The 1885 plat was divided into 65 residential blocks and 104°grove lots or blocks.
The residential blocks measured approximately 300 feet by 300 feet square although the
seven blocks near the shores of Orange {or Mizzell's) Lake were irregular and somewhat
larger. There are 104 orange grove lots also, which were located between the lake and
the railroad right-of-way. Streets were layed out in the original plat with north
and south right-of-ways 60 feet wide. Avenues ran east and west with 80 foot right-
of-ways. Streets were grassy ruts in the 1890s and early 1900s.

The revisedl town plan of 1888 retained the original grid of the 1885 plat; however,
it subdivided the 65 residential blocks into 47 residential blocks of 4-6 lots and
18 commercial blocks of 6-12 lots. The commercial blocks were located near the railroad
which provided access to distant markets for vegetables and oranges produced locally.

The residential part of McIntosh developed west of the railroad and the early
commercial area because higher ground was more desirable for homes than the mosquito
infested areas near the lake. During the period from the 1880s to the early 1900s
frame houses were constructed in this area. Built mostly of hard yellow pine, the
predominate architectural style is frame vernacular with Victorian Gothic and Queen
Anne stylistic influences. After the turn of the century, one story bungalows were
also constructed in the town.

The great majority of buildings located in the McIntosh Historic District are
private residences dating from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
typical vernacular residence of the period is a generous 2-story frame building {see
figs. 3, 4, 7, 8). It most often has an ell or rectangular plan with the narrow side
facing the street. Residences designed with an ell plan have a primary facade that is
taller than it is wide. Their outward image of verticality is further emphasized through
the use of a steeply-pitched gable roof, often projecting toward the street, with
ornamental bargeboards and rafters. When the ell shaped plan is used, a secondary

{(See Continuation Sheet)
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facade is created.some fifteen to thirty feet behind the primary facade. The space
in the angle between the facades is often infilled with one or two-tiered verandah
or porch. Such an arrangement provides a shaded, outdoor seating space and allows
breezes from two or more directions.

The porches or verandahs, like the residences, are two to four feet above
grade and are supported by brick piers. They are the usual location for displaying
ornamental woodwork with turned columns, turned or jugsaw balusters, and scroll
or fan brackets the most common examples. Entrances are sometimes offset and
many contain a transom, although sidelights are rare. Windows are almost always
double hung sash, straight headed and contain from two to four lights. A round
or diamond shaped novelty window or attic vent is commonly placed in gables oriented
toward streets. The windows are of leaded glass in a decorative pattern. Bay
windows are alsoc common, most often in a semi-hexagonal pattern. Wood siding is
the universal exterior fabric. The Ward, Price-Dickson and Walkup Houses (figs.

3, 4 and 7) typify the residential architecture of the district.

During the town's early development, lots were generally 150'x150'. Many of
the original owners bought more than one lot. This left space for servant's cabins,
examples of which still survive. Of simple construction, the cabins were usually
of two or three rooms. Accessory buildings such as small barns and sheds were also
constructed. Surviving accessory buildings are in advanced stages of deterioration.

While no land was originally designated for public recreation, the developers
donated Elock 49 for VanNess Park. A series of gazebos were constructed in this
area and finally were permanently replaced by a Civic Center constructed of Florida
fieldstone in the 1930s as a WPA project. Since most of the houses were built
before the park was donated, only two face its ~ the Norsworthy House (Site #44)
and the Walker/Granger House (Site #47). The remaining buildings were and are
street oriented, and built near the winding roadways . (figs. 19 and 20}. .

The commercial area contained several packing houses (figs. 10, 11, 18), the
Christian Mercantile Store, ‘the hotel (fig. 2), a two story Bank/Post office/Masonic
Hall {now the site of a new Post Office), a millinary store, meat store, and by the
1920s a newspaper which printed "The North Marion News" weekly. The last issue
of the newspaper was printed in the 1940s, but the printing presses and trays of
hand-set type remain as they were used on the day of the final newspaper, waiting
to begin publishing again. .

when 9th Street, the o0ld "Wire" and stagecoach road, was widened and paved to
become U.S. 441, the commercial area moved from the railroad area to the highway.
Commercial development now centers around the sale of antiques and the needs of
people passing through on their way to Ocala. The scale of most of these commer-
cial buildings remain the same as the earlier railroad business area. The two

{See Continuation Sheet)
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R story Turnipseed Store has been moved to U.S. 441 from the depot area and Avenue "Gg"
o and there are several large packing houses, one still used in the shipment of oranges
while the others are either antiques cr feed stores (fig. 17).

The last train passed through McIntosh in- 1974. A group of local residents
called "The Friends of McIntosh" purchased the depot (fig. 1) in 1975 and restored
it. The depot has become a meeting place and museum for all who are interested in
historic preservation. In order to raise funds for their restoration projects,
the "Friends" hold an "1890 Days" festival each autumn, when colorful costumes,
entertainment and crafts displays turn back the clock to the days when spindles
and gingerbread adorned each house.

A variety of historic properties are located within the McIntosh Historic
District. They include buildings used for commerce and transportation, private
residences, churches and packing houses associated with citrus cultivation and
processing. The period of significance for the district dates from 1885 until
approximately 1930, Buildings which contribute to the district (listed as C on
accompanying lists and coded red on map) add to the sense of time, place and
historical development of the district through their location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. Contributing-but-altered buildings
(A, colored yellow) fulfill the criteria for contributing buildings with the
exception that their original appearance has been superficially altered (i.e., the
design :and individual features of the original building essentially remain and
can be rehabilitated). Non-contributing buildings (N, colored blue) fall into
several categories: (a) buildings whose materials, scale, location, setting, and
feeling are similar to older buildings, but which fall outside the 1885-1930 time
frame and which are not exceptional in design or historical significance; (b)
buildings which post-date 1930 and which dé not conférm in design, scale, and
materials, such as contemporary commercial buildings; and (c) buildings which
date from the period of significance but which have lost the integrity of their
original design or individual architectural features. The district numbers 114
buildings and structures. Of these 77 or 68 percent are classified as contributing;
13 or 11 percent are contributing-but-altered; and 24 or 21 percent are considered

non-contributing.

e

Note: References are from the same source as the "Statement of Significance"




8. Significance

4 b

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture___. religion

——1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic = ___ conservation e law — science

—_1500-1599 _ 3 agriculture ____economics - literature — sculpture

. 1600-1699 __2¢ architecture — education *___ military — sociaV/

— . 1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering ’ — music humanitarian

2 1800-1899 _ x commerce - - _x_ exploration/settlement ___ philosophy - — theater

-2 1900- — gommqnlcat!gn_s ‘ — Industry _ __- politics/government _x__ transportation
T e e — Invention : : — other (specity)

Specific dates  ;44c 1930 Builder/Architect .. ious

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

o The McIntosh Historic District embodies the significant development of the Town of
McIntosh, Florida.during the period from approximately 1885 until 1930. It fulfills
critefion A, B and C for listing in the National Register.of Historic Places. It is
associated with the completion of the Florida Southern Railroad, an event which stim-
ulated the economic development and settlement of much of North and Central Florida
during the late nineteenth century. Its early development is associated with several
of the pioneer land developers and citrus growers of the aforementioned regions.
Following the arrival of the railroad, McIntosh developed as a small scale commercial
and transportation center for the citrus and vegetable producing areas of northern
Marion and southern Alachua Counties. It was one of the few towns in North Florida
in which citrus cultivation and related econcmic activity remained important following
the "Big Freeze" of the winter of 1834-1895. It retains a concentration of well-preserved
vernacular architecture typical of that found in rural, agriculturally oriented Florida
towns which developed during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Unlike most towns
and cities in the state, it has changed little since the 1930s. As.a result, the
McIntosh Historic District is significant for its tangible, largely unaltered, repre-
sentation of an important period in the history of Florida.

Little has been recorded about the McIntosh area prior to the beginning of its
development around 1885. However, William Bartram, the botanist, described groves of
wild oranges in the area near the Seminole Indian settlement of Cuscowilla, approximately
8 miles north of the town, when he explored the peninsula: of Florida in the 1780s.

An account of plantation life in the vicinity of McIntosh is given in a diary kept by
George Houstoua in 1851.2 Houstoun also writes of a plantation owned by Col. John Houstoun
McIntosh which existed from the early 1820s until its destruction by the Indians dyring

the Second Seminole Indian War (1835-42). A description of the Igdians burning Col.
McIntosh's sugar mill is included in an account by Sara Ferguson. While several deeds
record his ownzrship of lands around McIntosh, Col. McIntosh never actually owned the
townsite.4 However, his colorful reputation while serving with the Georgia 4th Regiment
during the Second Séminole Indian War plus ownership of the plantation may have suggested
the name for the town.

McIntosh is located in sections 16 and 17, of Township 12 South, in Range 21 East.

+ was part of the Arrendondo Grant awarded to F.M..Arrendondo and son, by the King of
Spain. The Arrendondo Grant was a 289,645 acre tract centered in Alachua County. The
heirs of Nehemiah Brush, a claimant to the Arrendondo Grant, purchased Sections 16 and
17 as well as other parcels at a sale of the Arrendondo Grant lands, held at Micanopy,
Alachua County, on February 2, 1849.7 Col. Charles Brush, Eugene and Julia Brush VanNess
and the other heirs grew oranges on the acreage, grafting them onto the wild stock already
established in the region. The oranges were then shipped by ferry on Orange Lake to
Palatka and then north by way of the St. Johns River.

(See Continuai:.ion Sheet)
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The construction of the Florida Southern Railrcad in 1881 brought about a
— major change in the lifestyle of the area and the beginning of development. An
agreement between the heirs of Nehemiah Brush and the Florida Southern Railway Co.,
"to establish a flag station in Section 16, for the accommodation of passengers and
' freight," was filed in April of 1883. Included in the agreement was a provision
T for the establishment of a reqular station when business necessitated it.
' The Florida Southern Railroad announced the opening of the "Orange Belt Route
of 1881" in a pamphlet that described its 8l mile route from Palatka to Gainesville
and Ocala.? The segment from Ocala to Leesburg was completed in 1883, and by 1890,
McIntosh was located on a 3.0' guage steel rail track that allowed easy shipment
of oranges and produce as well as passenger travel to major connection points.
In 1895, the Florida Southern Railroad merged with the Plant system, and the current
depot (fig. 1) was constructed about that time.

Physical development of McIntosh was originally due to Col Charles Brush who
administered the accounts of his father's estate. Col. Brush filed the first plat
in 1885 and offered to donate a lot within the residential area "to any settler
who will build a house of ‘a certain value." J.S. Neal was one of the early resi-
dents who accepted his offer and started to improve the lot, then sold to W.M. Gist
who built a two story farmhouse on Lot 1 of Block 48. When Col. Brush became
seriously ill, Eugene VanNess and his son W. Percy VanNess took over the management
of McIntosh. Eugene VanNess filed the second plat in 1888 in anticipation of the
town's commercial development. He had circulars printed and distributed in the
North to promote the settlement of McIntosh.ll S.H. Gaitskill became the local
agent for land sales. He built a house (site 18) on Avenue H on grove lot 28.
Gaitskill was assisted by William Gist and Major George R. Fairbanks, who was
- attorney for the heirs of Nehemiah Brush.

No recreation area was actually set aside originally, but after being sold
unsuccessfully several times, Block 49 was donated to the town's residents.

Land for a public school was donated in 1889 (Lots 4 and 5 of Block 29 site #A).

The school was to be built by the "McIntoshians" with the school commissioners pro-
viding a teacher.13 By 1905 about 70 students were enrolled in kindergarten through
! high school. Land was also made available for churches at reduced prices. The
first church in the community, the Methodist, was rolled a mile-and-a-half from
Boardman, to McIntosh, on logs pulled by one mule. It served the needs of all
denominations until the Baptist Church (site #42) was built in 1903 and the
Christian Church in 1904 (site #56). The McIntosh Hotel (fig. #2) was started in
1894 by Charles H. Bateman and was completed in 1895 by R.P. Baldwin. Passengers

! from the railroad often stopped there overnight or enjoyed a meal in the hotel's

{See Continuation Sheet)
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spacious dining room.

The business district prospered and most residences were built before 1895.
Because orange groves did not require the close attention needed by other crops,
the townspeople preferred to live within a central area close to the raid line.

The line brought supplies and provided transportation and the town developed
between it and the Wire Road (now U.S. #441). This created a sense of unity

and interaction similar to a northern small town as manifested by the street
oriented residences, churches, and commercial buildings. Local shipment of the
orange crop by the railroad was directly responsible for the booming growth
experienced in McIntosh from the late 1880s until the "Big Freeze" of 1894-1895.
During the winter of 1894-1895 two major freezes destroyed not only the crop but
many of the trees themselves. Although many residents suffered severe losses, most
of them owned their homes and lands and were able to obtain mortgage financing to
begin again in the spring. The economy again prospered in the early 20th century,
this time due mainly to the commercial production of vegetables, but also aided

by the tourists who came by railroad to hunt and fish at Orange Lake. By 1911-12,
the McIntosh population had stabilized at around 300 persons. The Town of McIntosh
was incorporated by an act of the Legislature in 1913. The first town officials
were appointed and included:_ S.B. Robinson, Mayor and J.K., Christianscn, W.R. Brown
and S.H. Walkup, Councilmen.16 .

McIntosh has not experienced an economic boom in the years since 1930. As
a result, most of the town's architecture and original layout remain unchanged.

The only major changes in the town was the paving and later widening of the old
"Wire Road” when U.S. #441 followed a patch through the residential area of 9th
Street (fig. 17). This precipitated movement of some of the commercial buildings
near the railroad tracks to their present sites. Most new commercial building was
in keeping with the scale and style but not the materials of the originals. The
commercial area along U.S. #441 is oriented toward the sale of antiques and oranges
(which are again being grown in the area). The original commercial district near
the depct still contains a number of packing houses (figs. 10 and 11) and the
mercantile store once owned by Cristian & Dickson as well as the hotel (fig. 2}.

A few buildings have been added to the community such as the Civic Center,
built by the WPA in the 1930s which replaced a series of gazebo-like structures
on Block 49.17 A new gazebo was constructed in 1980 on a mini park lot next to
the new post office, which was constructed using bricks from the old bank/post
office/masonic building. Some new construction in the residential area has con-
.tinued since World War II following the established plat (site 16). Most of the
new construction is frame and block. However, it does not detract from the
community perhaps because,.surrounding and uniting all of the buildings are great

(See Continuation Sheet)

®

P m mh i s 4 b e e S—— 8




_#cum Neo. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

, . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Wit

RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES :
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET  Six " ITEMNUMBER g PAGE 3

oaks planted around the turn of the century and the ever present orange trees,
The McIntosh Historic District is significant for its association with the
completion of the Florida Southern Railroad, an event which stimulated the devel-
opment of much of the interior of penisular Florida. It is also significant
for its association with several pioneer developers and -citrus growers in the
region. Furthermore, it is architecturally significant. Its buildings embody
the distinctive, largely unchanged, characteristics of types of buildings
associated with an important period in the history of Florida.

FOOTNOTES

1Wijl_liam Bartram, Travels of William Bartram, New York: Dover Publications
(reprint of 1791 edition), 1955,

2George Houstoun, "Diary", unpublished manuscript, 1851l.

3 . :

Sara Ferguson, "Account of Nancy Brook's Stories", undated manuscript, 1851.
4Ma:rion County, Deed Book 178, pp. 460-465.
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Army and Navy Chronicle, Volume V, No. 25, December 31, 1937, p. 389.

6Florida Title and Abstract Corporation, "Abstract of Block 61", pp. 3, 4-
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9Florida Southern Railroad, "Orange Belt Route of 1881", pamphlet, 1881.
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Eugene VanNess, "Letter Copybook", pp. 71, 487.

lBEugene VanNess, "Letter Copybook", p. 175.
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Personal Interviews with Myrtis Baldwin and Mary Taylor Sedman.

15Eric Wiedegreen, "An Appraisal: McIntosh", p. 36.
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Interview with Myrtis Baldwin Bateman.
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Verbal Boundary Deécription

Note:

Beginning

Northward

Eastward

Northward

Westwardl

Northwest

Westward

Northwest

Westward

Northward

Westward

For purposes of this description, the town plan is
assumed to be oriented due North/South

At a point (A) which is the point on the southeast
corner of tax parcel 02557-002 and the railroad
right-of-ways, thence ’

along the east side of tax parcel 02557-002 across
Avenue G to a mid-point (B) of the southern boundary
of tax parcel 02552, thence

along the southern boundary to tax parcel 02552 to a
point (C) on the south at the southeast corner of
said parcel, thence

along the eastern boundary of tax parcel 02552 to a
point (D) on the northeast corner of said parcel,
thence ;

along the northern boundary of tax parcel 02552 to a
point (E), thence

across 3rd street to a point (F) on the northeast
corner of tax parcel 02550, thence

across the northern boundary of tax parcel 02550 and
the railroad right-of-way to a point (G}, thence

along the western boundary line of the railroad right-
of-way across tax parcels 02551 and 02496 to a point
{H) on the northeast corner of tax parcel 02496, thence

along tax parcel 02498 and 5th Street to a point (I)
on the northeast corner of tax parcel 02501-001, thence

across Avenue E and the eastern boundary line of tax
parcel 02486 to a point on the northeast corner of

said parcel to a point (J), thence

across the northern bounary line of tax parcels 02486,
and across 6th Street thence across the northern boundary
line of tax parcel 02480 to a point (K} at the north-
west corner of tax parcel 02480, thence
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Northwaird

Northwest

Westward

Southwest

Westward

Southwaid -

Westward

Southward

Westward

Southward

i Westward

across Avenue D to a point (L) at the southwest corner
of Block 20, thence

across 7th Street to a point (M} on the northeast
corner of tax parcel 02460, thence

across the northern boundary of tax parcel 02460 to
the northwest corner of said parcel to a point (N),
thence

across 8th Street to a point (0) at the northeast

corner of tax parcel 02465, thence

across the northern boundary of tax parcels 02465 and
02464 to a point (P) on the northwest of said parcel
02464, thence

élong the western boundary of tax parcel 02464 and across
Avenue D. to a point (G) on the northwest corner of tax
parcel 02475, thence

across 9th Street {(U.S. #441) and across the northern
boundary of tax parcel 02470 to a point (R) which is
the northwest corner of said parcel 02470, thence

along the western boundaries of tax parcels 02470 and
02469 across Avenue E and along the western boundary
of tax parcel 02518 to a point (S) on the southwest
corner of said parcel, thence

across 10th Street thence along the northern boundary
of tax parcel 02541 to a point (T) at the northwest
corner of said parcel, thence

along the western boundary of tax parcel 02521 and
across Avenue F to a point (U) on the northern
boundary of tax parcel 02525, thence

along the northern boundary of tax parcel 02525 to
a point (V) at the northwestern corner of said parcel,

thence
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Southward : along the western boundary of tax parcel 02525 to a

1 : _ point (W) at the southwest corner of said parcel, thence

Eastward aiong the southern boundary of tax parcel 02525 to a
point (X) at the northwest.corner of tax parcel 02527,
thence . \

Southward ) along the western boundary of tax parcel 02527 to a

' ' point (Y) on the south boundary line of said parcel,
thence

Eastward : along the southern boundary line of tax parcel 02527

to a point (2Z), thence

Southward across Avenue G and along the western boundary line
of tax parcels 02589 and 02590 across Avenue H to
a point (aR), thence

Eastward along northern boundary line of Lot 53 and across
10th Street to a point (BB) on the northwest corner
of parcel 02608, thence

Southward . along the western boundary of Lot 44 to a point (CC}
on the western boundary of tax parcel 02608, thence

Eastward to a point (DD) on the western boundary line of tax
parcel 02612, thence

Southward along the western boundary of tax parcel 02612 to a
point (EE) at the southwest corner of said tax parcel,
thence

Eastward along the southern boundary of tax parcel 02612 across

9th Street (U.S. #441) along the southern boundary of
‘tax parcel 02412 to a point (FF) at the southwest
corner of said parcel, thence

Northward along the eastern boundary of tax parcel 02412 to a
point (GG) which is at the northeast corner of said

parcel, thence
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Eastwarc along the southern right-of-way of Avenué H to a point

. . (HH) which is at the northwest corner of tax parcel
02432, thence

' Southward . along the western boundary of tax parcel 02432 to a
point (II) which is at the southwest corner of said

parcel, thence

Eastward ~along the southern boundaries of tax parcels 02432
and 02431 to a point (JJ) which is at the southeast
corner of tax parcel 02431, thence

Northward along the eastern boundary of tax parcel 02431 to a
point (KK) which is the southwest corner of tax
parcel 02427-002, thence

Eastward along the southern boundary line of tax parcel 02427-002
to a point (LL) which is the southeast corner of said
parcel, thence

Northward . .. .along the eastern boundary line of tax parcel 02427-002
ot to a point (MM) which is the southwest corner of tax
parcel 02427, thence '

Eastward along the southern boundary lines of tax parcels 02427
and 02426 to a point (NN) which is the southeast corner
of tax parcel 02426, thence

Northward along the eastern boundary line of tax parcel 02426,
across Avenue H to a point (00) which is on the
southern boundary line of tax parcel 02565, thence

- Eastward along the northern boundary line of tax parcel 02565
thence across 4th Street thence along the southern
boundary line of tax parcel 02561 and across the
railroad right-of-way to a peint (PP), thence

Northwestward aloﬁg the eastern boundary line of the railroad right-
of-way to the point of beginning.

o gt

PR
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Boundary Justification

Y The western boundary line of the McIntosh Historic District excludes an area

’ of modern, ranch style residences. To the north, an infill of commercial and
new residential homes are excluded. The eastern boundary excludes an area of
mobile homes between the railroad right-of-way and the .lake, while the southern
boundary excludes an assortment of modern residences and businesses as well as
game acreage.




S5TAIE OF FLORIDA
D]?FAHT?ﬂENT OF STATE
Divisson af Archives History
Tanll Recards Managemeni

. DS HSP 3E

974

CONTINUATION SHEET

Sita No,

gite Nawa Town _of McIntosh

Victorian Railroad

District

56

57
58
59
60
- 61
66
71

72

SITE #

USE

" McIntosh
Christian Church/

Church

/Residence

The S. H. Walkup
House/Residence

Flewellyh
/Residence

The J. A. Murrell
House/Residence
/Residence
/Residence
Packing Shed.

/Commercial

/Storage

AVENUE E

STYLE/
STORIES

Victorian
1 story

Frame Vern.

+1 sStory

Frame Vern.
2 story

Victorian
2 story

Victorian
1 story

Bungalow
1 1/2 story

Frame Vern.

1 story

Frame Vern.
1 story

Frame Vern.
1 Story

DATE

1904

1920 .

1910
1895

1895

1920 .

1920

1920

1920

CLASSI-
FICATION

C




STaisy 4 bL2IDA Sie No.,
(»1 3 2 # :
bwaiflrﬁiﬁﬁiilﬁﬁ  Site Nama T?wn 0? HcInFosh
. -and Recards Managemant . Victorian Railroad
' DS HseJE 9 74 District
CONTINUATION SHEET
s
AVENUE F
STYLE/ . CLASSI-
SITE # USE STORIES DATE - FICATION
38 The J. H. Bateman Frame/Bungalow 1900 c
House/Residence 1l story
40 The Estridge Victorian 1898 c
House/Residence 2 story '
42 Baptist Church Victorian 1903 C
' /Church 1 story
45 Thomas/McFadden Victorian' 1885 C
House/Residence : '
46 McIntosh Presby- Victorian 1907 C
terian Church 1 story
/church
47 Walker-Grainger Victorian 1888 A
/Residence 2 story
(, 48 Price/Dickson Frame Vern, 1891 o
House/Residence 2 story -
49 The McCormick Victorian 1889 c
/Neal House - 2 story
/Residence '
50 Neal/Baldwin Victorian 1891 A
House/Residence 2 story
51 Victorian 1894 c
/Residence 1 story
52 Norsworthy Victorian 1894 C
Packing House 1 story
/storage
\




STATE o TLORIDA
‘DEPARTMENT OF STATE
) Drvision of Archives, History

' anli Recards Mansgemant

Sita No.

2\ &0

Site Namas

Town of McIntosh

Victorian Railrocad

District

- DS HSF-3E 9.74
CONTINUATION SHEET
AVENUE G
STYLE/ CLASSI-
SITE # USE STORIES DATE FICATION
1 Railroad Depot/ Frame Vern. 1895 A
Civic Center 1 story
2 Baldwin Packing Frame Vern. 1893 A
House/Residence 1 story ' '
3 Christian and Neal Frame Vern. 1896 " C
Packing House . 1 story
{Commercial ‘
4 Vegetable Packing Frame Vern. 1920 C
House/Commercial 1 1/2 story
5 Packing House/ Frame Vern. 1895 - C
_ Storage 1 1/2 story
-7 Thristian Mercantile Frame Vern. 1894 C
e Co./Commercial 1 + attic storage
8 Christian and Neal Frame Vern. 1894 C
Dffices/Commercial . 1 story '
9 MeIntosh Hotel Victorian 1895 C
/Private Residence 2 story
10 Baldwin Millinery Frame Vern. 1895 C
Store/Residence 2 story
11 ‘ Frame Vern. 1896 o
{Residence 1 story
12 zazebo/Mini Victorian 1980 N/C
Park Site "1 story
124 Bank/Post Office/ Brick Vern. 1960 N/C
Masonic Hall/ 1 story
Post Office
14 Walkup House Victorian 1894 ‘A
{Residence 2 story
15 Seibert House Victorian 1895 C
/Residence 1 story
17 Smith House Victorian 1896 C
/Residence 2 1/2 story
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STA‘]i L FLORIDA i .
_gennmmtmr OF STaTE Site Name Town of McIntosh
Yo wihisinn ol Archivas, Hisior .
L Fle‘t)orrh Man:geme-slv : ' Vlctorian Railroad
DS M3P 3E 974 : _ District
‘ CONTINUATION SHEET
( ' . Avenue G (cont'd)
- STYLE/ CLASSI-
SITE # USE . STORIES DATE FICATION
19 Civic Center " Fieldstone . ) 1935 C
' /Recreation 1 story
20 W. E. Allen/ - Victorian 1888 C
: Residence 2 story :
30 0ld Telephone Exch. Frame Vern. 1910 : C
/Residence 1 story + -
: " basement
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Sam Moy,

Town of McIntosh
Victorian Railroad

Site Nama

“ D5 H5P.-3E 9.74 District
CONTINUATION SHEET
£
AVENUE H
_ STYLE/ : CLASSI-
SITE # USE STORIES DATE FICATION
6 Livestock Pen/ Frame Ver. 1920 .C
Vacant 1 Story
13 W. M. Gist House Victorian 1893 A
/Residence 2 1/2 Story :
16 J. S. Neal House Victorian Farmhouse 1893 C
/Residence 2 Story
18 Gaitskill House Victorian 1884 A
/Residence 2 Story
21 Spanish/Col.. 1925 c
/Residence 1 Story
22 Class./Rev. 1925 C
/Residence 1 1/2 Story & Basement
; 23 Lent House Span. /Rev. 1925 c
( : /Residence 1 1/2 Story
24 Frame Ver. 1896 C
/Residence 1 Story
25 Frame Ver. 1893 C
/Residence 1 Story '
26 Bung./Prarie 1920 c
/Residence 1 Story
27 Emmett Flewelyn  Victorian 1892 c.
House/Residence 1 Story
35 Wm. Christian Vict./Ver. 1910 c
House '
Servants Qtrs.
36 The Gamble House Victorian 1893 c
/Residence 2 Story
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Sita No,

site Nams _TOWN 0f Mclntosh

Victorian Railroad

District

SITE { USE

17A Smith House
. Servants
House/Residence

/Residence

The Wagoner House
/Residence '

6th STPEET

STYLE/

STORIES

Frame Ver.
1 Story

Victorian

" 1 Story

Vietorian
I Story

CLASSI-
FICATION

c
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CONTINUATION SHEET

(:_
7th STREET
STYLE/ . CLASSI-
SITE # - USE : STORIES DATE " FICATION
44  Gist/Norsworthy Victorian 1890 C
House/Residence 2 1/2 Story:
544 " Wagoner " Frame/Ver. 1900 C
: Servants Qtrs. 1 Story : '
55 o Victorian | 1920 ‘A
/Residence 2 Story : o
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"DEPARTMENT OF STATE
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and Records Managament

Site No,

Town of McIntosh

Site Nama

Victorian Railroad

. DS HSP 3E 9 74 District
CONTINUATION SHEET
8th STREET
. STYLE/ - CLASSI-
SITE # USE STORIES . DATE FICATION
43 Methodist Church Victorian - - 1890 C
i ' /Church 1 Story '

62 . Frame Ver. ' 1920 C
/Residence 1 Story ’

63 The.Eubanks House Victorian ' 1898 ‘C

: /Residence 1 Story

64A . Fieldstone Vernacular _ 1930 c

Foundation Foundation
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Drwision of Archives, History

" ind Records Managemant
DS HSP 3E 9.74

Site No. _

AN 460

Site Namae

CONTINUATION SHEET

Town of McIntosh

Victorian Railroad

District

USE

The Turnipseed
House
/Residence

The Turnipseed
General _ .
Store/Commercial

William Randolph
Brown/Residence.

The M.S. Gist
House
/Residence

J. K. Christian
/Residence

The Wm. Christian
House/Residence

Brown Packing
House
/Commercial

The Sharkey House
/Residence

/Residence

/Residence

Packing House
/Commercial

The.Huff Packing
House
/Packing House

Gulf Gas Service
Station
/Commercial

U.S. #441 Or Sth STREET

STYLE/

- STORIES

Victorian
2 Story

~ Victorian

2 Story

Classic Rev.
2 1/2 Story

Victorian
2 Story

Victorian

-2 1/2 Story

Period Revival

2 Story

Frame Ver.
1 1/2 Story

Frame Ver.
1 Story

Medit. Ver.

1 Story

Frame Ver.
1 Story

Ver. Style
1 Story

Frame Ver.

2 Story

1920's CGas Station
1 Story

CLASSI- .
FICATION

c




“ STATE OF FLORICA Site No,
DEP ARTMENT OF STATE cire name _1OWD_0Of McIntosh
Orion ot arive Hiers Victorian Railroad
DS HSP.3E 9-74 District
CONTINUATION SHEET
U.S. #441 Or 9th STREET
- STYLE/ . CLASSI-
. SITE # USE STORIES DATE FICATION
- 28 The-Turnipseed Victorian 1900 C
House 2 Story
/Residence
29 The Turnipseed  Victorian 1893 A
General 2 Story
Store/Commercial o
3] William Randelph Classic Rev. 1910 C
Brown/Residence. 2 1/2 Story
32 The M.S. Gist Vietorian 1900 A
House 2 Story
/Residence
33 J. K. Christian  Victorian 1910 c
/Residence 2 1/2 Story
34 The Wnm. Christian Period Revival 1910 C
House/Residence 2 Story
41 Brown Packing Frame Ver. 1920 c
House 1 1/2 Story
/Commercial .
64 The Sharkey House Frame Ver. 1920 C
/Residence 1 Story
.65 Medit. Ver. 1925 c
/Residence 1 Story
67 Frame Ver. 1920 C
/Residence 1 Story
68 Packing House Ver. Style 1925 C
/Commercial 1 Story
69 ‘The Huff Packing Frame Ver. 1895 c
‘House 2 Story
/Packing House
70 Gulf Gas Service 1920's Gas Station 1925 C
Station 1 Story
/Commercial : @
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FTATE OF FLORICA : ' Site No.

L ' .

SEEAHTTENIOFSTATE : : : sie Name Town of McIntosh

wision o tchives, Hittor i i

' 4nd Hecords Managemeﬂtv Victorian Railroad
OS5 HSP 3E 9.74 - . District

(o CONTINUATION SHEET

U.5. #441 or 9th Street (Continued).

STYLE/ : CLASSI-

SITE # USE STORILES : DATE FICATION
73 Commercial Bldg. 20th Century . 1930 A
/Commercial 1 Story '
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STATE OF FLORIDA : Site No.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE . e name __Town_of McIntosh
Division of Archives, History i
<+ .nnd Records Management ’ : Victorian Railroad
DS H3P.3E 9.74 District

CONTINUATION SHEET

' 10th STREET

" STYLE/ - - . . CLASSI-
SITE # " USE : STORIES ‘ DATE . FICATION
- 314 Servants Qtrs. Frame Ver. - - 1910 c
of the Brown 1 Story
House i
/Vacant o -
35 _Wm. Christian ~ Victoriam - ) 1910 C
" House 1 Story :
Servants Qtrs. '
/Residence
37 The Bateman House Frame Ver. ‘ 1893 c
’ /Residence 1 Story
39 . . Frame/Bung. : 1900 C

/Residence 1 Story
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE

George Firestone
Secretary of State

DIVISION OF ARCHIVES,
HISTORY AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT
The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32301-8020

November 30, 1983 (904) 488-1480
In Reply Refer to:

Paul L. Weaver, IIX
Historic Sites Specialist
(904) 487-2333

Mrs. Marjorie Karow
Post Office Box 114
McIntosh, Tlorida 32664

Dear Mrs. Karow:

It is a pleasure to advise you that the McIntosh Historic District has been
officially listed on the National Register of Historic Places on November 18,
1983. Please accept this letter as formal notification of this honor.

On behalf of Secretary of State. George Firestone, our office congratulates you
for this achievement. We appreciate your efforts in preserving the.

non-renewable cultural resocurces of Florida.

With every gocd wish and warm regards,

Sinc g‘ely,
//' /
) s

Lrcy V.17

Geor W. Percy
State Historic
Preservation Officer

LRM:sds

FLORIDA-State of the Arts
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Index by State and Name

National Register Information System 10/10/2001 14:03:46
No filter Include filter in ﬁavigation 0
RESOURCE
Row |STATE»|COUNTY i NAME | ADDRESS | CITY ;|LISTED}{MULTIPLE::
I |FL Marion Mcintosh Roughly Mcintosh|1983-11-18
Historic bounded by RR
District Right-of-Way,
10th St., Aves. C
and H

Page 1
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NOMINATION PROPOSAL - FLORIDA

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

DIVISION OF ARCHIVES, HISTORY AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT= FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE

TINAME

HISTORIC . i S .

Town of McIntosh Historic District
ARD/OR COMMON

N/A

BLOCATION

STREET & NUIABER - .
(See Continuation Sheet)

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS

CITY. TOWN
=~V|CINITY OF
STATE ] COUNTY
EJCLASSIFICATION
. CATEGOQRY OWNERSHIP . STATUS PRESENT USE
X mstmier —PuBUC - X occuriep XAGRICULTURE  __MUSEUM
—BUILDINGIS) __PRIVATE —UNGCCUPIED XcoMMmeERcIAL  X_PARK
—STRUCTUFIE EBOTH -~ WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCA‘T'ONAL X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  X_RELIGIOUS
__0BJECT __IN PROCESS X ves: aesTRICTED _.GOVERNMENT  _SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED . YES: UNRESTRICTED —_INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
N/A _NO —MILITARY _OTHER:
EJOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME - -
Multiple
STREET & NUMBER
N/A —
CITY. TOWN STATE : 7P CODE
" N/A — VICINITY OF
LOCATION OF LEGAL DES_CR_IP_TION
COUATHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC.  Mayjon County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER ]
110 N.W. 2nd Avenue
CITY. TOWN STATE Zif CODE
‘ Ocala - __Floxida 32670

EJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

. TITLE .

Withlacoochee Planning Council Survey
DATE

1981 —FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPGSITORY FOR : -
SURVEY RECORDS Division of Archives, History and Records Mapagement
CITY, TOWN : * STATE

~Tallahassee : Elorida

Lo &)

NRHPIISTA\'I}E'?PHSTBRIC PRESERVATION OFFICER s DIVISION OF ARCHIVES, HISTORY AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT
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SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND OHIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

i

McIntosh is located in North Central Florida, near Orange Lake, approximately
fourteen miles south of Gainesville. The McIntosh Historic District contains the area
associated with the concentrated development of the town during the period from the
mid-1880's until approximately 1930. It encompasses thirty-eight blocks, covering

ninety-four acres. A variety of historic properties are located within the district,
including buildings used for commerce and transportation, private residences, churches
and packing houses associated with citrus cultivation and proce551ng. Most buildings
date from :the late nineteenth and twentieth centurles, are wood frame and rise one,
one-and-a-half or two stories in height. The predominant architectural style of the
district is frame wvernacular although the influence of the Gothic Revival, Queen Anne
and Bungalow siyles is evident. The physical appearancé of McIntosh has changed little

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND OHIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

since the 1930's. As a result, the majority of the buildings in the McIntosh Historic
‘District retain the integrity of their overall design and their individual architectural
features. . ‘

The McIntosh Historic District includes much of the residential and commerCLal
areas of the original town plan drawn in 1885 and replatted in 1888, It extends west
from 4th Street as far as 10th Street and from Avenue H on the south to Avenue D on
the north. It comprises a majority of the present town of McIntosh.

The 1885 plat was divided into 65 residential blocks and 104 grove lots or blocks.
The residential blocks measured approximately 300 feet by 300 feet square although the
seven blocks near the shores of Orange (or Mizzell's) Lake were irregular and somewhat
larger. There are 104 orange grove lots also,.which were located between the lake-and the
railroad right-of-way. Streets were layed out in the original plat with north and '
south right-of-ways 60 feet wide. Avenues ran east and west with 80 foot right—of—ways.
Streets were grassy ruts in the 1890's and early 1500's.

The revised town plan of 1888 retained the original grid of the 1885 plat; however,
it subdivided the 65 residential blocks into 47 residential blocks of 4-6 lots and
18 commercial blocks of 6-12 lots. The commercial blocks were located near the railroad
which provided access to distant markets for vegetables and oranges produced locally.

The residential part of McIntosh developed west of the railroad and the early
commercial area because higher ground was more desirable for homes than the mosquito
infested areas near the lake. During the period from the 1880's to the early 1900's
frame houses were constructed in this area. Built mostly of hard yellow pine,; the
predominate architectural styles were Victorian Gothic in two stories. After the turn
of the century, one-and-one-half story bungalows began appearlng in the neighborhood.
Architecture was not limited to formal textbook styles as each owner bullt to suite
his own individual tastes and needs.

During the town's early development, leots were generally 150' x 150'. Many of
the original owners bought more than one lot. This left space for servant's cabins,
examples of which still survive on Sites #17A, #31A, #35A and #54A. Of simple construction,
the cabins were usually of two or three rooms. Accessory buildings such as small barns
and sheds were also constructed. Surviving accessory buildings are in advanced stages
of deterloratlon.

) G
(See Continuation Sheet) '
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Rough Boundary:

Bounded by Avenue C and D on the north, 2nd Street and the railroad right-of-way
on the east, Avenue H on the south, and 10th Street on the west. All or part

of thirty-seven city blocks in the Town of McIntosh, Florida.

North-South Streets

6th Street
7th Street
8th Street
9th Street
10th Street

East-West Avenues

Avenue
Avenue
Avenue
Avenue
Avenue
Avenue
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While no land was originally designated for public recreation, the developers
donated Block 49 for Van Ness Park. A series of gazebos were constructed in this
area and Finally were permanently replaced by a Civic Center Site #19 constructed
of Florida fieldstone in the 1930's as a WPA project. Since most of the houses
were buil: before the park was donated, only two face it: the Norsworthy House
(Site #44) and the Walker/Granger House (Site #47). The remaining buildings were
and are street oriented, and built near the winding roadways.

The commercial area contained several packing houses . (Site #7), the Christian
Mercantile Store, the hotel (Site #9), a two story Bank/PO/Masonic Hall (now the
site of a new Post Office), a millinary store, meat store, and by the 1920's a
newspaper (Site #10 and #2) which printed "The North Marion News" weekly. The
last issue of the newspaper was printed in the 1940's, but the printing presses
and trays of hand-set type remain as they were used on the day of the final news-
paper, waiting to begin publishing again.

When 9th Street, the old “Wire" and stagecoach road, was widened and paved to
become U.3. 441, the commercial area moved from the railroad area to the highway.
Commercial development now centers around thé sale of antigques and the needs of
people passing through on their way to Ocala. The scale of most of these commercial
buildings remains the same as the earlier railroad business area. The two story
Turnipseed Store has been moved to U.S. 441 from the depot area and Avenue "G"
and there are several large packing houses, one still used in the shipment of
oranges while the others are either antiques or feed stores.

The last train passed through McIntosh in 1974. A group of local residents
called "The Friends of McIntosh" purchased the depot in 1975 and restored it.

The depot has become a meeting place and museum for all who are interested in
historic preservation. In order to raise funds for their restoration projects,
the "Friends" hold an "1890 Days" festival each autumn, when colorful costumes,
entertainment and crafts displays turn back the clock to the days when spindles
and gingerbread adorned each house.

A variety of historic properties are located within ‘the McIntosh Historic
District. They include buildings used for commerce and transportation, private
residences, churches and packing houses associated with citrus cultivation .and
processing. The period of significance for the district dates from 1885 until
approximately 1930. Buildings which contribute to the district (listed as C and
coded red on accompanying lists and map) add to the sense of time, place and
historical development of the district through their location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. Contributing-but-altered buildings
(A, colored vellow) fulfill the criteria for contributing buildings with the
exception that their original appearance has been superficially altered (i.e.,
the design and individual features of the original building essentially remain
and can be rehabilitated). Non-contributing buildings (N, colored blue) fall into
several categories: (a) buildings whose materials, scale, location, setting, and
feeling sre similar to older buildings, but which fall outside the 1885-1930 time
frame and which are not exceptional in design or historical significance; (b)
buildings which post-date 1930 and which do not conform in design, scale,and
materials, such as contemporary commercial buildings; and (c) buildings which
date from the period of significance but which have lost the integrity of their
original design or individual architectural features. The district numbers 114
buildings and structures. Of these 77 or 68 percent are classified as contributing;
13 or 11 percent are contributing-but-altered; and 24 or 21 percent are considered
non—contributing.

Note: References are from the same sources as the "Statement of Significance" gi
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Boundary

The western boundary line of the McIntosh Historic District -excludes an area
of modern, ranch style residences. To the north, an infill of commercial and
new residential homes are excluded. The eastern boundary excludes an area of
mobile homes between the railrcad-right-of-way and the lake, while the southern
boundary excludes an assortment of modern residences and businesses as well as
game acreage.

Building Classifications

Contributing (red):

Buildings which by their location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association contribute to the sense of time, place and historical development of
the district (the period of significance for the district is defined as 1885-1930).

Altered (vellow):

Buildings which fulfill the contributing criteria; however, their appearance
has been superficially altered. For example, their wooden window sashes have been
replaced or their porches have been enclosed. '

Non-contributing (blue):

Buildings which post-date 1930 and are not of exceptional architectural or
historical significance. They generally do not respect the scale, set-back or
materials used in the buildings which contribute to the district. An example
would be a one-story concrete block ranch-style house built on grade.
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SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McIntosh Historic District embodies the significant development of the Town of
McIntosh, Florida during the period from approximately 1885 until 1930. It fulfills
criterion A, B and C for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. It is
associated with the completion of the Florida Southern Railroad, an event which stim-
ulated the economic development and settlement of much of North and Central Florida
during the late nineteenth century. Its early development is associated with several
of the pioneer. land developers ‘and citrus growers of the aforementioned regions.
Following the arrival of the railroad, McIntosh developed as a small scale commercial
and transportation center for the citrus and vegetable producing areas of northern
Marion and southern Alachua Counties. It was one of the few towns in North Florida in
which citrus cultivation and related economic activity remained important following the

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"Big Freeze" of the winter of 1894-1895. It retains a concentration of well-preserved
vernacular architecture typical of that found in rural, agriculturally oriented Florida
towns which developed during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Unlike most towns
and cities in the state, it has changed little since the 1930's. As a result, the McIntoslr
Historic bistrict is significant for its tangible, largely unaltered, representation of
an important period in the history of Florida.

Little has been recorded about the McIntosh area prior to the beginning of its

~ development around 1885. However, William Bartram, the botanist, described groves of

wild oranges in the area near the Seminole Indian settlement of Cuscowilla, approkimitely
8 miles north of the town, when he explored the Peninsular of Florida in the 1780's.
By the early 1800's, Spanish and American settlers had established large plantations of
sugar cane, Sea Island Cotton and rice in the vicinity. An account of plantation life
is given in a diary kept by George Houstoun in 1851.2 Houstoun also writes of a
plantation owned by Col. John Houstoun McIntosh which existed from the early 1820's until
its desecration by the Indians during the Second Seminole Indian War (1B835-42). A
description of the Indians burning Col. McIntosh's sugar mill is included in an account
by Sara Ferguson.3 While several deeds record his ownership of lands around MeIntosh,
Col. McIntosh never actually owned the townsite. His colorful reputation while serving
with the Georgia 4th Regiment F.M. during the Second Seminole Indian War plus ownership
of the plantation may have suggested the name for the town.>

McIntosh is located in sections 16 and 17, of Township 12 South, in Range 21 East.
It was part of the Arrendondo Grant awarded to F.M. Arrendondo and son, by the King of
Spain. The Arrendondo Grant was a 289,645 acre tract centered in Alachua County. The
heirs of Nehemiah Brush, a claimant to the Arrendondo Grant, purchased Sections 16 and
17 as well as other parcels at a sale of the Arrendondo Grant lands, held at Micanopy,
Alachua County, on February 2, 1849.7 Col. Charles Brush, Eugene and Julia Brush VanNess
and the other heirs grew oranges on the acreage, grafting them onto the wild stock already
established in the region. The oranges were then shipped by ferry on Orange Lake to
Pajatka and then north by way of the St. Johns River. )
w2
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The construction of the Florida Southern Railroad in 1881, brought about a major
change in the lifestyle of the area and the beginning of development. An agree- '
ment between the heirs of Nehemiah Brush and the Florida Southern Railway Co., "to
establish a flag station in Section 16, for the accommodation of Hassengers and
freight," was filed in April of 1883. Included in the agreement was a provision
for the establishment of a regular station when business necessitated it.8

The Florida Southern Railroad anncunced the opening of the "Orange Belt Route
of 1881" in a pamphlet that described its 81 mile route from Palatka to Gainesville
and Ocala.? The segment from Ocala to Leesburg was completed in 1883, and by 1890,
McIntogh was located on a 3.0 gauge steel rail track that allowed easy shipment
of oranges and produce as well as passenger travel to major connection points.

In 1895, the Florida Southern Railroad merged with the Plant system, and the current
depot (fig. #12) was constructed about this time.

Physical development of McIntosh was originally due to Col. Charles Brush who
administered the accounts of his father's estate. Col. Brush filed the first plat
in 1885 and offered to donate a lot within the residential area "to any settler
who will build a house of a ecertain value.” J.S. Neal was one of the early
residents who accepted his offer and started to improve the lot, then sold to
W.M, Gist who built a two story farmhouse on Lot .1l of Block 48. When Col. Brush
became seriously ill, Bugene VanNess and his son W. Percy VanNess tock over the
management of McIntosh. Eugene VanNess filed the second plat in 1888 in antici-
pation of the town's commercial development. He had circulars printed and distributed
in the North to promote the settlement of McIntosh,ll S.H. Gaitskill became the
local agent for land sales. He built a house (#18) on Ave. H on grove lot 28.
Gaitskill was assisted by William Gist and a Maj. George R. Fairbanks, who was
attorney for the heirs of Nehemiah Brush.

No recreation area was actually set aside originally, but after being sold
unsuccessfully several times, Block 49 was donated to the town's residents, 12
Land for a public shcool was donated in 1889 (Lots 4 and 5 of Block 29 site #a).

The school was to be built by the "McIntoshians" with the school Commissioners
providing a teacher.13 By 1905 about 70 students were enrolled in kindergarten
through high school. Land was also made available for churches at reduced Prices.
The first church in the community, the Methodist, was rolled a mile-and-a-half
from Boardman, to McIntosh, on logs pulled by one mule. It served the needs of
all denominations until the Baptish Church (#42) was built in 1903 and the
Christian Church in 1904 (#56). The McIntosh Hotel {(#9) was started in 1894 by
Charles.H. Bateman and was completed in 1895 by R.P. Baldwin. Passengers from the
railroad often stopped there overnight or enjoyed a meal in the hotel's spacious
dining room.

The business district prospered and most residences were built before 1895,
Because orange groves did not require the close attention needed by other crops,
the townspeople preferred to live within & central area close to the rail line.

The line brought supplies and provided transportation and the town developed
between it and the Wire Road {now U.S. #441) .15 mhig created a sense of unity

and interaction similar to a northern small town as manifested by the street
oriented residences, churches, and commercial buildings. Local shipment of the
orange crop by the railroad was directly responsible for the booming growth
experienced in McIntosh from the late 1880's until the "Big Freeze" of 1894-1895.
During the winter of 1894-1895 two major freezes destroyed not only the crop but
many of the trees themselves. Although many residents suffered severc losses,

most. of them owned their homes and lands and were able to obtain mortgage financing
to begin again in the spring, The economy again prospered in the early 20th

century, this time duvue mainly to the commercial production of vegetables, but
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also aided by the tourists who came by railroad to hunt and fish at Orange Lake.
By 1911-12, the McIntosh population had stabilized at arcund 300 ‘persons. The
Town of McIntosh was incorporated by an act of the Legislature in 1913. The first
town officials were appeinted and included: S.B. Robinson, Mayor and J.K. Chris-
tianson, W.R. Brown and S.H., Walkup, Councilmen,

McIntosh has not experienced an eccnomic boom in the years since 1930. As
a result, most of the town's architecture and original layout remain unchanged.
The only major change in the town was the paving and later widening cof the old
"Wire-Road!l when U.S. #441 followed a patch through the residential area of 9th
Street. This precipitated movement of some of the commercial buildings near the
railroad tracks to their present sites. Most new commercial building was in
keeping with the scale and style but not the materials of the originals. The-
commercial area along U.S. #441 is oriented toward the sale of antiques and
oranges {(which are again being grown in the area). The original commercial district
near the depot still contains a number of packing houses -and the mercantile store
once owned by Christian & Dickson (#5 and #7) as well as the hotel (#9).

A few buildings have been added to the community such as the Civic C&nter,
built by the WPA in the 1930's which replaced a series of gazebo-like structures
on Block 49.17 A new gazebo was constructed in 1980 on a mini park lot next to the
new post office, which was constructed using bricks from the old bank/post office/
masonic building. Some new construction’'in the residential area has continued
since WW II following the established plat. Most of the new constructicon is frame
and block. However, it does not detract from the community perhaps because,
surrounding and uniting all of the buildings are great caks planted around the
turn of the century and the ever present orange trees. _ '

The McIntosh Historic District is significant for its association with the
completioft of the Florida Southern Railroad, an event which stimulated the
development of much of the interior of penisular Florida., It is also significant
for its association with several pioneer developers and citrus growers in the
region., Furthermore, it is architecturally significant. Its buildings embody
the distinctive, largely unchanged characteristics of types of buildings
associated with an important period in the history of Florida.

FOOTNOTES
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Statement of Significance (use continuation sheet if necessary) .

During phé'nineteenth century and through the first three decades of
the twentieth century, McIntosh was a major farming area: first (ca:
1820-1870's) sugar, Sea Island Cotton and rice; second (ca: 1870's-1895)
oranges and later (ca: 1895-1920's), as a vegetable producing region.

The McIntosh Historic District is significant because it is a rural
Victorian community and a town of the Florida Southern Railroad. Also,

it includes much of the residential and business area of the original town
plat. McIntosh, platted in 1885,1 was replatted as Makintosh in 1888, 2

to subdivide the blocks close to the railroad into smaller lots for com~
mercial interests. Still within the grid plan of the first plat, McIntosh
has a remarkable concentration of nineteenth and early twentieth century
rural residential and commercial buildings. The grid plan was well con-
ceived and typical of rural Railroad towns with residential and business
areas surrounded by orange groves and farming acreage. This planned
community contributed to a lifestyle that was similar to many Central
Florida rural towns in the 1890's and it remains almost unchanged today.

Little has been recorded about the McIntosh area prior to the be-
ginning of its development around 1882, however William Bartram, the
botanist, described groves of wild oranges in the area near the Seminole
Indian settlement of Cuscowilla approximately 8 miles north of the town,
when he explored the Peninsular of Florida in the 1780's.3"By the early
1800's, Spanish and American settlers had established large plantations
of sugar cane, Sea Island Cotton and rice. An account of plantation
life is given in a diary kept by George Houstoun in 1851. Houstoun
also writes of a plantation owned by Col. John Houstoun McIntosh which
may have encompassed the town of McIntosh from the early 1820's until

- its desecration by the Indians during the Second Seminole Indian War
(1835-42). An observation.of the Indians burning of Col. McIntosh's
sugar mill is included in an account by Sara Ferguson.5 While several
deeds have recorded his ownership of lands around McIntosh, it is
unknown if Col. McIntosh actually owned the townsite. His colorful
reputation while in service with the_Georgia 4th regiment F.M. under
command of General Duncan L. Clinch,’ in the Second Seminole Indian War
plus ownership of the plantation may have suggested the name for the town.

McIntosh is included in legal sections 16 and 17, of Township 12
South, in Range 21 East, and was part of the Arredondo Grant awarded to
F.M. Arredondo and son, by the King of Spain. Tt was included in a
289,645 acre tract centered in ‘Alachua County. The heirs of Nehemiah

_ Brush purchased Sections 16 and 17 as well as other parcels at a sale of
' the Arredondo Grant lands, which was held in Micanopy, Alachua County on
February 2, 1849.9 col. Charles Brush, Eugene and Julia Brush VanNess
and the other heirs grew oranges on the acreage, grafting them onto the

wild stock already established in the region. The oranges were then
'77 |~ shipped by ferry on Orange Lake to Palatka and then North by way of the
- ‘St. John's River. ‘ oo

The construction of the Florida Southern Railroad in 1881, brought
about a major change in the lifestyle of the area and the beginning of

911 = =

. e




STATL G FLORILA Sete MNo,

be Fiy o T
PEPARTMENT OF STATE . Site vame  LOwnt of McIntosh
Division of Archives, History . ’ . 2

V- and Records Manegamant Victorian

"~ DS-HSP.3E 9.74 ' Railroad District

_ ‘ : CONTINUATION SHEET
. Statement of Significance, Page 2.

development. An agreement between the heirs of Nehemiah Brush and the Florida
Southern Railway Co., "to establish a flag station in Section 16, for the
accommodation of passengers and freight," was filed in April of 1883. Included
in the agreement was a provision for the establishment of a regular station
when business necessitated it. .

_ The Florida Southern Railroad announced the opening of the "Orange Belt
Route of 1881" in a pamihlet that described its 81 mile route from Palatka to
Gainesville and Ocala.l The segment from Ocala to Leesburg was completed in
1883, and by 1890, McIntosh was located on a 3.0"gauge steel rail track that
allowed easy shipment of oranges and produce as well as passenger travel to
major connection points. In 1895, the Florida Southern Railroad merged with
the P%gnt system and the current depot (fig. #12) was constructed about this
time. : .

Physical development of McIntosh was originally due to Col. Charles Brush
who administered the accounts of his father's estate. Col. Brush filed the
first plat and offered to donate a lot within the residential area "to any settler
who will build-a house of a certain value." J. S. Neal was one of the early
residents who accepted his offer and started to improve the lot, then sold to
W. M. Gist who built a two story Victorian farmhouse on Lot 1 of Block 48.
When Col. Brush hecame seriously ill, Eugene VanNess and his som W. Percy Van
Ness took over the management of McIntosh. 1t was Eugene VanNess who filed
the second plat in anticipation of the town's commercial development and had
circulars grintéd and distributed in the North to promote the settlement of
McIntosh. 13-

While the Estate affairs and town were managed from Baltimore, S. H.
Gaitskill became the local agent for land sales. He built the first Victorian
style house (#18) on Ave. H on grove lot 28. Gaitskill was assisted by William
Gist and a Maj. George R. Fairbanks, who was attorney for the heirs. No recre-
ation -area was actually set aside originally, but after being sold unsuccess-
fully several times,. Block 49 was donated to the town's residents.

.Land for a public school was donated in 1889 (Lots 4 and 5 of Block 29
site #A). The school was to be built by the "McIntoshians" with the school
Commissioners providing a teacher.l? By 1905 about 70 students were enrolled in
kindergarten through high school. Land was also made available for churches at
reduced prices. The first Church in the community, the Methodist, was rolled
a mile-and a~half from Boardman, to McIntosh, on logs pulled by one mule. It
served the needs of all denominations until the Baptist Church (#42) was built
in 1903 and the Christian Church in 1904 (#56). The McIntosh Hotel (#9) was.
started in 1894 by Charles H. Bateman and was completed in 1895 by R. P. Baldwin.
Passengers from the railroad would stop there overnight or to enjoy a single
meal in the hotel's spacious dining room.l6 :

The business district prospered and most of the Victorian residences were
~built  before 1895. Because the orange groves did not require the ¢lose atten-
tion needed by other crops, the townspeoplé preferred to live within a central
area close to the rail line. The -line brought supplies and provided trans-
portation and the town developed between it and the Wire Road now U.S. #441.
This created a sense -of unity and interaction similar to a Northern small town
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